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PART FIRST. 
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


Art I.— Memoirs of the Life and Services of Dr. Josnva Martin, 
of Xenia, Ohio. By Jno. Dawson, M. D. 


Once in a while it becomes the painful duty of the living to make 
notices of the dead. All here, huddled up together in the form of 
society, we become connected to each other by blood, citizenship, 
friendship, acquaintanceship—a plexus of relations obtain that 
extends to all, concerns all—a relationship ever changing, and yet 
in some sense ever the same. 

It is not our intention to attempt to put upon record any thing 
like a full account of the life and services of our friend. To either 
we can but partially allude. Never having occupied a public sta- 
tion, although frequently desired to do so, he moved in the sphere 
only of a fellow citizen, and as a consequence, his connection with 
many of the measures that he projected and had executed, was not 
taken cognizance of by the public eye, and will perhaps have no 
other record than in the grateful memory of the community of 
which he was a member. 

For forty years he was an active member of the medical profes- 
tion, and it was mostly in consequence of this relation that we have 
been invited by his brethren to say something of his character and 
services, F 

Dr. Martin was a native of Virginia. He was born in Loudon 
county, March 23d, 1791, and died in Louisville, Ky., on 31st October 


last. He was, therefore, in the 65th year of his age at the time of | = 


his death. 


At an early age he commenced the study of medicine in the office 
of Dr. Huff, in Waterford, a village of his native county. While 


43 





442 Original Communications. [July, 


a resident of Virginia, he attended a course of lectures in the 
Transylvania University, of Philadelphia, and during the time that 
Rush, Physic, Dorsey, Dewees, Wistar, Chapman, etc., were on 
the stage as teachers—a galaxy of talent the like of which is se]- 
dom seen in any country. We will have more to say of this cir- 
cumstance, however, in another connection. 

In 1813, he emigrated to Ohio, in company with his preceptor, 
Dr. Huff. He traveled on horseback and in wagons to Wheeling, 
and from thence descended the Ohio river in a flat boat to Cincin- 
nati. At that time Cincinnati was a mere village compared with 
its present dimensions, and in the Doctor’s estimation possessed s 
full supply of physicians. As a consequence, his attention was di- 
rected to other locations. After looking around for a time, he finally 
settled in Xenia, Green county, O., where he, excepting a short in- 
terval, spent the rest of his life. 

Some time after having engaged in practice, Dr. M. attended his 
second course of lectures in Kentucky, at the Transylvania Univer- 
sity, and graduated. 

He was twice married. In 1818, to Hester Whiteman, with 
whom he lived till her death, and by whom he had but one child, 
which died in infancy. In 1835, he was united again in marriage 
to Sarah Pogue, who died in 1840, leaving an infant daughter, who 
is still living. 

As before remarked, Dr. Martin’s professional life embraced a 
period of forty years, during which time he was almost constantly 
engaged in the duties of practitioner of medicine and surgery. 

Possessed of a very fine physique, and being perfectly temperate 
in his habits, he enjoyed, until a year or two before his death, 
almost uninterrupted health. So perfect, indeed, was his general 
health, that it became a matter of common remark. When I made 
his acquaintance, some twenty years since, he was one of the noblest 
looking men I have ever seen, full of the vigor of life, dignified in 
his bearing, and courteous to all with whom he had intercourse. At 
the time, I was a student of medicine, and on the look-out for those 
whom I thought would be of service in giving direction to my 
studies ; he was exceedingly communicative, and from him I re- 
ceived impressions that I expect to cherish throughout life. 

Of the disease with which Dr. Martin died, nothing was very cer- 
tainly known. For a year previously to his death, there was an 
evident perversion of the nutritive function, and a constant tendency 
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to emaciation and loss of strength. Disturbance of the urinary 
organs being somewhat prominent at one time, attention was di- 
rected to the character of the urine, which, although not much 
above the healthy standard in quantity, contained some sugar. 
This, however, subsequently disappeared. While despairing as it 
regarded results, he received a letter from his friend, Dr. Gross, of 
Louisville, Ky., suggesting to him a visit to that city. Accordingly, 
October 24, he embarked, in company with his partner, Dr. T. B. 
Harbison, on the journey, and arrived in the city on the following 
day, feeling rather better than usual. In reply to an inquiry 
which I made of Dr. Gross, as to the cause of death, he remarks : 
“Dr. Martin seemed to me, when [I first saw him, like a man whose 
constitution was utterly dilapidated ; he walked with difficulty, was 
exceedingly despondent, had no appetite, was unable to sleep, eyes 
and skin slightly jaundiced, and he had lost much flesh. His mind 
all along was perfectly clear until about thirty-six hours before his 
death, when he began to wander and became incoherent.” He 
died in Louisville on the seventh day after his arrival. No exami- 
nation of the body after death was made. 

His death was announced at Xenia by telegraph, te his relatives 
and friends on the evening of its occurrence, and it is said in one 
hour was known all over the town. Although not entirely unex- 
pected, it created the deepest sensations of sorrow and grief. The 
feeling was universal that a good man had fallen—that society had 
been bereaved of one of its most valuable members—that a void 
had been created which the present generation would not be likely 
to see filled. His remains were brought back to Xenia on Thurs- 
day, the day after his death. At the depot they were met by a 
large concourse of citizens, who accompar ied them to his late dwel- 
ling. The corpse was kept at his residence until Saturday morning, 
when it was interred in Woodland Cemetery. 

In company with Dr. S. M. Smith, of this city, I proceeded to 
Xenia, to attend the funeral, to take a final farewell of all that re- 
mained of one for whom [had had so much respect, and to whom I felt 
under so many personal and professional obligations. Asa mark of 
respect to his memory, business of all kinds in the town of Xenia was 
suspended, and the mantle of sorrow seemed to rest on every face. An 
affecting sight it was to behold quite a number of aged citizens of the 
town and country, his cotemporaries, taking their last look at one they 
hed known so long, and who had become endeared to them in so many 
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ways. Their time-worn faces, flushed with the sad emotions of the 
occasion, and covered with tears, betrayed the anguish of their 
hearts. The funeral was the largest ever witnessed in the county ; 
the procession of carriages and foot-men exceeded half a mile in 
length, and the streets through which it passed were lined with 
spectators. Public meetings were held by the citizens, and by the 
medical profession of the county to adopt resolutions expressive of 
their sense of the loss. All of the physicians of the town, and 
notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, most of those resi- 
ding in the county were present. The following is their action: 

‘* At a meeting of the medical profession, called to attend the 
funeral of Dr. Joshua Martin, the following resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted : 

Wuerzas, Dr. Joshua Martin has maintained the character of an 
eminent practitioner of medicine, both from his intimate acquain- 
tance with the medical sciences and skill in the treatment of the 
varied diseases incident to suffering humanity. And Wuergas, by 
his indefatigable perseverance in season and out of season, to relieve 
the afflicted, he presents a noble example to the profession, and his 
decease a great calamity. Therefore, 

Resolved, Thatin his death we sustain a serious loss as a co- 
laborer, and the community a faithful and candid family physician, 

Resolved, That we tender to his family a deep sympathy for their 
and our bereavement. ; 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the family. 

On motion, Dr. John Dawson was sperms to prepare a notice 
of the professional life and services of Dr. Martin. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published in 
the newspapers of the county and in the medical jcurnals of the 


State. 
Dr. T. 8S. TOWLER, President. 
Dr. T. B. Jounston, Secretary. 


In order to form any estimate of the professional or social char- 
acter of Dr. Martin, it is necessary to refer briefly to the circum- 
stances by which he was surrounded. When he first emigrated 
west, he traveled, as we have seen, from Loudon county, Va., to 
Wheeling, on horseback and in wagons, and from thence descended 
the Ohio river in a flat boat to Cincinnati. Ohio, at the time, was 
but ten years old, and had scarcely entered the transition state. 
Much of the territory included within the limits of the State was an 
unbroken forest, in which the sound of the ax, saw or hammer had 
never yet been heard. The Red man was still pleading in many 
places his rights to the soil, and reluctantly receding before the 
motto of the Anglo-Saxons of the day, “Might gives right.” 
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Architectural taste had but occasionally aspired to anything more 
than the erection of that pristine structure around which so many 
of our earliest and sweetest recollections cluster, the ‘‘log cabin.” 
Roads there were, in many directions, none, except ‘Indian traces,”’ 
“blazed paths,” or ‘‘corderoys.’’ What inhabitants there were, 
were neucleated in ‘‘settlements,’’ often separated for many miles 
from each other, and often with more difficulty of communication 
than now obtains between Xenia and Boston. 

Into this ‘‘wilderness,” with the impress of Noah’s flood upon it 
still almost totally undisturbed, Dr. Martin emigrated at the age of 
22, and commenced demonstrating himself as a member of the social 
state in the character of physician, surgeon, etc. 

Here, then, we have a young physician, and a community, both 
in the plastic state ; the one untried in his calling, the other unde- 
veloped in taste, capacity, and proclivities ; the one proposing a re- 
lation the most responsible, and the most arduous,—the other accept- 
ing it, because of its being an indispensable prerequisite of the social 
state, and both in acondition to be mutually injured—mutually bene- 
fited. 

The relation, as we have seen, was sustained for a period of forty 
years—ten years longer than the average of a pbysician’s life—and 
considerably longer than that necessary to one complete change of all 
the inhabitants on the surface of the earth. What were all the 
effects of the relation, none but Him who sees all things can tell. 
While in it, however, the one ripened into one of the most refined 
and cultivated communities, surrounded with all the comforts con- 
veniences, and luxuries of civilized life—the other expanded into 
the proportions of an able physician, a philanthropist, a public bene- 
factor; the one reached culture and wealth—the other the status of 
manhood. 

Nothing is more true than that society is so constituted that it 
sooner or later fails to appreciate any one unless possessed of merit. 
Pretenders to virtue, empty-pated philosophers, caterers to ad cap- 
tandum nonsense, and even knaves and charlatans may have tempo- 
rary position, temporary success, but sooner or later they must give 
way because not adapted to that inherent sense in human compo- 
sition, which, however much it may at times be perverted, at last 
settles down in favor of justice, candor, courage, truth, intelligence 
—in the end we like realities—what is good. 
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The subject of our notice chose for an avocation a business that 
relates the most intimately of all others to the interests and welfare 
of society. None but a philanthropist can look into this remark— 
none but a physician fully appreciate it. Thecare of human health, 
the cure of diseases, are prime, but not the only duties that devolve 
upon the medical man. The very nature of his relation makes him 
acquainted with the germs of moral and intellectual development, 
and with the wants of community; and accordingly as he exerts 
this relation, his influence may corrupt, or it may dispose in favor of 
right. Activity of mind is contagious—so are good parts. Pos. 
sessed of right feelings, right aspirations, man extends, by his influ- 
ence, the area of human enjoyment, of human life. Our condition 
is but a quotation of the lives of those in whom we have had most 
confidence. 

Into a very brief notice of some points in Dr. Martin’s profes- 
sional life we shall now enter. Nature, in parcelling out intellect, gave 
to him a good share in both quantity and quality. His mind was suf- 
ficiently comprehensive to survey the whole field of medical science. 
He could have taken up a single branch, a “‘ speciality,”’ and, like 
Dupuytren, Orfila, or Liston, made for himself a world-wide reputa- 
tion. The circumstances that surrounded him, however, made it 
necessary for him to play his part on the stage as a ‘‘General Prac- 
titioner,”’ a practitioner of medicine, surgery, obstetrics, etc., a class 
of duties requiring a much greater investment of capacity, than does 
the pursuit of any special department, however much extended. 

A very conspicuous feature of Dr. Martin’s mind was discretion. 
The period during which he was upon the stage was very prolific in 
revolutions of opinion and feeling in regard to almost every thing 
connected with the social state. In this general breaking up of con- 
fidence, it was not to be expected that a science, removed as far as is 
the medical from the comprehension of ordinary minds, should re- 
main entirely exempt from the general skepticism—from the dispo- 
sition to ignore every thing difficult of acquisition, or incapable of 
being popularized. As a consequence, system after system, theory 
after theory, founded upon ignorance, prejudices, and false reason- 
ing, but adapted to the whims of the vulgar, and the refined sophis- 
tries of the educated, have every where sprung up to annoy, and in 
many instances supplant a science that dates the origin of many of 
its valuable principles to a period three hundred years anterior to 
the ‘‘Christian Era,” and is now a condensation really of the judg- 
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ment of the wise of all previous time. During this period, many vala- 
ble members of our profession became intoxicated, reeled from the 
perpendicular, and staggered off into the fields of hallucination. In no 
such traps was Dr. M. ever caught. His mind was too well bal- 
anced for any of the partial systems. Intuitively he seemed to re- 
cognize their defects and want of adaptation to the purposes pro- 
posed. To him the experience of two thousand years, the 
developments of science was not to be set aside without just cause. 

In, perhaps, no profession is there continually more demand for 
that something which we call ‘‘ common sense,"”’ than in the 
medical. General rules we have, governing the use of drugs, 
appliances, etc., and there are leading principles established in 
regard to pathology, the nature of disease, ete. While these are in 
valuable in giving direction to the efforts of the novice, the physician 
finds that they fail greatly tomeetthe emergencies which, in numbers, 
he is called upon in his practice every day to encounter. Learned 
men in civil law tell us, that in not one case in fifty that is litigated, 
is there any statutory law by which the matters at issue can be de- 
cided. To something like the same extent, if not to a greater, do 
we find things in physic. Every case, although agreeing in some 
of its aspects with others of the same class, has nevertheless its own 
peculiarities—features that make it differ from every other. Often 
therefore, without precedent, without counsel, without map or chart, 
these things the physician is called upon to appreciate. The field he 
must survey to some extent, de novo, and from his own resources draw 
to meet the exigencies before him. Upon right decision under such 
circumstances life, oftener than may be supposed, depends. Thus 
situated, Dr. M. was equal to any individual with whom we have been 
acquainted. Naturally he was impatient at obstacles, but always 
self-possessed ; and when arrested in his course by unexpected diffi- 
culties he would pause, and with the keenest scrutiny, examine his lati- 
tude and longitude, and from a careful weighing of every thing before 
him, mark out the future course, and it was very apt to be right. 
When good results follow decision under such circumstances, they 
are usually ascribed by the profession to ‘‘ tact,”” and by the herd to 
‘luck.’ They belong to neither, but are the result of a process of 
reasoning, which has rapidly and informally passed through the 
physician’s mind, and of which, perhaps, he himself was at the time 
unconscious. Find, indeed, success where you will, it is always con- 
nected with the efforts of a good mind. 
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Incident to an exercise of the functions of the healing art is a ques- 
tion that has always been, and is yet inmeasure undecided. I allude to 
the estimate that should be placed upon the inherent powers of the 
system, when in a state of disease, to repair itself. The want of accu- 
rate information here has given rise, in all ages of the world. to very 
different grades of effort. Hippocrates supposes that a certain prin- 
ciple which he called Physis, “pervades material creation, and serves 
as the motive power of elementary matter.” In his estimation, “it ig 
the cause of animal life and motion, and through it the blood and 
spirits receive heat, life. and sensation.” Van Helmont had his mind 
on something of the same character, which he calls the ‘‘ Archeus,” 
By others it is called the “ vital principle’’—the ‘sensorial power”— 
“‘ excitability,” and by moderns the Vis Medicatrix Nature. The 
Dogmatic Sect whoclaimed Hippocrates as their founder, venerated 
very highly his ‘‘ Physis,’’ and viewed her as the vis conservatriz in 
all diseases. With them the symptoms of disease were so many 
efforts of the vis medicatiix naturz to throw off morbific matter. We 
may trace this erroneous doctrine through successive ages, down to 
ourown time. Sydenham, Baglivi, Boerhaave, and Mead embraced 
and defended it, though, as any one will see who reads the writings 
of the first, it never affected his practice. Stahl, a German profes- 
sor of physic, taught that *‘ the motions and functions of the human 
body are governed entirely by the rational soul. The soul being 
extended through the medium of the nerves to all parts of the body, 
perceives every noxious impression or disorder that occurs in the 
system, and like a faithful guardian calls such powers of the system 
into action as are qualified to obviate or remove the noxious impres- 
sions, and to preserve its salutary operations.’’ This metaphysical 
system gave rise to very inert practice. Strange as it may seem, 
the theory of the French school still rests on the abstractions of 
Hippocrates. Why the most scientific nation in Europe should thus 
perpetuate a doctrine so partial in its application, can be ascribed 
only, perhaps, to that classical mania which measures every species 
of excellence by a Greek and Roman scale. With Cullen we date 
the origin of efforts that led to a more philosophical consideration of 
what reliance should be placed upon the powers of the system to 
cure itself, and what upon the properties of drugs. Since his day 
the subject has been still more fully elaborated ; and at the period 
when Dr. Martin was educated, the pendulum of opinion had begun 
to swing to an opposite extreme. Dr. Rush, who was professor of 
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Practical Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania, at the time, 
came very near ignoring the vis medicatrix nature altogether. A 
common expressioa with him was, ‘‘In the treatment of disease 
nature should be kicked out of doors.”” He trusted nothing to her— 
every thing to art. With Dr. Martin, Rush was a great favorite, 
and it may be reasonably supposed that, like other of his pupils, he 
imbibed freely of his views. This circumstance, however, does not 
explain the type of Dr. Martin as a practitioner. No one ever imi- 
tated less than he. Naturally he was bold and energetic in all his 
movements, and when he undertook to do any thing, vigorous 
efforts were at once put forth. Nor did any one ever know how 
vigorous his efforts were until they witnessed them. With such 
an education and such a temperament, it is easy to see why he 
should rely mostly in treating disease, on the resources of medicine 
—on art. ‘To the lancet he was in early life very partial. In all 
acute diseases he bled freely and frequently. Nor did he spare the 
measure in fevers, phthisis pulmonalis, ete. In 1814, the second 
year of his professional life, the Miami valley was severely scourged 
with the ‘‘ Could Plague.’’ A disease so unique and so destructive 
in its march necessarily gave rise to diversity of treatment. The 
stimulating plan which at first seemed effectual, proved, in the 
Miami valley, it is said, useless. As a consequence, Dr. Martin 
adopted the depleting practice, and, it is said, with good results. 
After the advent of cholera in 1832, the grade of diseases all over 
the continent underwent a very marked change. The phlegmasiz, 
that had been so amenable to blood-letting, were not only not bene- 
fited as they had been previously to the period to which we have 
alluded, but apprehensions were rife that they were, in too many in- 
instances, aggravated, unless the measure was practiced with un- 
common caution. Among the first who noticed this circumstance 
was Dr. Martin; and although it seemed like parting with his 
right hand man, he nevertheless, in a great measure, laid aside the 
old armor, and gave battle to the enemy with other instruments of 
warfare. When typhoid fever was recognized in the Miami valley as 
an epidemic, which was between ’40 and ’45, Dr. Martin could not 
withstand the temptation to again appeal to the Jancet. The treat- 
ment of a few cases, however, demonstrated to him that abstractions 
from the vital current, instead of relieving, as was supposed, con- 
gested organs, only had the tendency to embarrass the system in its 
efforts to eliminate the morbifiq matter--the poisonous element in 
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the blood. Satisfied from reading and the results of experience, that 
the disease in question possessed peculiarities that had to be consult- 
ed in order to treat it suceessfully, his frequent consultations with 
his professional brethren, and his extensive practice, furnished him 
the opportunity to render to the community most invaluable ser. 
vice. 

In the use of drugs, Dr. Martin was also very liberal. In his 
general practice, and particularly in cases of emergency, he gave 
large doses, and never ceased administering as long as there ap. 
peared the least hope of success. If we are to believe history, the 
diseases of the early inhabitants of the West required large doses, 
Their habits were simple, and their constitutions vigorous and 
strong. When sick at all, they were apt to be very sick, and generally 
only required the services of a physician as a dernier resort. ‘Tar- 
tar and Salts,” ‘‘Calomel,” ‘‘Calomel and Jalap,”’ in quantities sufii- 
ciently large to evacuate and deplete, were the leading articles upon 
which dependence was placed in treating the staple diseases; and, 
unless the universal testimony of the leading men of those times is 
incorrect, such a course of medication was the most successful. 

Nearly allied to what we have just been considering is another 
phase of character to which we will briefly allude for the purpose of 
a further analysis of Dr. Martin’s composition. Early the notion 
was rife that in the treatment of disease, medicine usually accom- 
plishes less than that for which it receives credit. Some body, per- 
haps it is Bacon, has quaintly said < ‘‘ The Physician diverts the 
patient while Nature cures the disease.’’ This sentiment has haunt- 
ed the minds of a greater or less proportion of the people in all ages 
of the world, giving rise to such expressions as, ‘‘Oh! the glorious 
uncertainty of medicine, etc., ete, Nor has the skepticism been con- 
fined to those who have been destitute of opportunity for form- 
ing correct views. It laid at the foundation of the Dogmatic Sect, a 
sect that professed to venerate and follow the teachings of the Coan 

sage ; and in several instances during the last five hundred years, 
it reached a position sufficiently considerate to serve as the basis of 
peculiar systems of medication. Upon it was founded the ‘‘Hzpect- 
ant’’ system of Stahl in the 17th century, and also the more modern 
one—the ‘‘ Jnfinitisimal”’ of Hahnemann. Traces of the same error 
may be noticed in the form of a national peculiarity, and, indeed, 
among nations that have done much for scientific medicine, modi- 
fying by its influence their attempts to cure diseases. The French 
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and Germans administer medicine less freely than the English or the 
Amcricans, and in some semi-civilized countries scarcely any at all 
is used. 

Among practitioners there is great variety in regard to the confi- 
dence reposed in the utility of drugs, depending upon capacity, 
modes of reasoning, opportunities for investigation, etc. In very oppo- 
site conditions of intellect the proper amount of confidence, strange a8 
itmay seem, is mostobservable. The capacity that never aspires above 
second-hand information is always possessed of a large amount of cre- 
dulity. Credulity, indeed, is the capacity of such. They never go be- 
yond the ipsedizit of their preceptor, or the doctrines of the alma mater. 
On the contrary, we have aclass who have the ability to mvestigate 
for themselves, and who find that the sciences of which the medical 
is composed, are as truthful, when rightly invoked, as those per- 
taining to any other inquiry, and, in their availability to thera- 
peutic purposes, they have the fullest confidence. Now between 
these extremes, the man who investigates none at all, and the one 
who is constantly engaged in this way for himself, we have the grade 
of intellect which is made up almost entirely of doubts—misgivings 
—skepticism. Persons of this class have seen the eyes and ears 
deceived ; they have listened to corruptions of the reasoning pro- 
cess ; they have been themselves, and seen others imposed upon by 
false testimony, aad.without being able to appreciate sensual illu- 
sions, to recognize the legitimate mode of reasoning, or know that 
there are rules to which testimony should conform to be worth any 
thing, they, like the Grecian Sophists, whom Plato so thoroughly 
exposed, are just in the condition to doubt any and every principle 
or proposition, it matters not by what evidence sustained. Such 
persons have a faint knowledge of the power of the human organism, 
when diseased, to restore itself, and a smattering in regard to the 
properties of drugs, but they neither know the extent to which the 
one is capable of being exerted, nor the circumstances under which 
the others display most efficaciously their effects. 

The subject of our notice was qualified by nature and education 
to look into such matters, to take the facts, c.mplicated as they may 
appear, and give to them their proper import. Correctly he appre- 
ciated the Vis Medicatrix Nature, but he was the furthest of all 
others from folding his arms and waiting with patience to see what 
it was about todo. Simply, the efficacy of the preparations of bark 
in intermittent fever, to a mind like his, was sufficient to inspire the 
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belief that, ‘‘ for every wound there may be supposed to be a balm,” 
and that what we most need is patient, persevering effort. So great, 
indeed, was Dr. Martin’s confidence in medicine, that there were 
but few diseases that he thought were not amenable to the wel] 
directed efforts of the physician. He was so sanguine in this 
opinion that, when cholera visited Xenia, a few years since, he sup- 
posed almost any case of it could, if seen sufficiently early, be 
cured. Under this conviction, he battled with the enemy night 
and day, and no doubt saved many 4 life that, with a less invest- 
ment of confidence, would have withered before the pestilence. 


We cannot leave this aspect of the character of Dr. Martin 
without an additional remark or two. Hippocrates, we are satisfied 
from having examined his writings, was any thing else than an 
“‘expectant”’ practitioner. He used medicines very liberally, 
and in their effects he had the greatest degree of confidence. His 
very first aphorism—“ vita brevis, ars longa, occasio praeceps, 
experientia fallax, judicium difficile ’’—shows him to have taken 
very sensible course in the treatment of disease ; he received, of course, 
freely all the assistance he could get from the powers of nature, 
and depended on medicine for the rest. Aurelius Cornelius Celsus, 
the most Jearned and eloquent of the Latin physicians, living about 
four hundred years after Hippocrates, and generally called the 
‘Latin Hippocrates,” has an aphorism in the following lan- 
guage: “As husbandry promises food to sound bodies, so does 
physic to the sick.” As favoring, or rather supporting this senti- 
ment, Celsus refers to the writings of Hippocrates. 


This author spoke truths—truths, too, that govern the efforts 
of every one who has any sense in medical science. 

It is a question whether the people, or even medical men them- 
selves, have always looked upon the science of medicine from the 
right angle. No one can do this without appreciating to the fullest 
extent the truth of the last sentence in the aphorism of Hippocrates, 
above noticed—* judicium difficile,”"——judgment is dificult. 

In the practice of medicine nothing is perhaps more frequently or 
more painfully realized than the truth of the remark, ‘‘ Judgment is 
difficult.” A body composed of some twenty or more inorganic ele- 
ments, and some ten or twelve organic, arranged together in the 
form of cells of the most delicate structure, tissues of the most com- 
plicated character, and organs of greatly diversified functions, all of 
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which being under the influence of, and subject to, the play of the 
forces known as those of gravitation, cohesion, chemical attraction, 
and these again modified and controlled by that mysterious 
one known as the “‘ force of vitality,’’ must give rise, whether in 
health or disease, to phenomena that, to the individual whose mis- 
sion it is to repair, make “‘ judgment difficult.””. Into this complicated 
mass of matter, often, an invisible, intangible, imponderable, inap- 
preciable agent is introduced, which disturbs the harmonious and 
delicate relations, to the presence of which we apply the term health. 
What now more difficult than to understand a derangement in matter 
thus complicated ? If our vocation was merely that of an artist, it 
might do when something gets wrong to say, with the mechanic, that 
a‘‘screw is somewhere loose,’’ or ‘‘ that a wedge has dropped out 
of its place.” This, however might not answer the purpose, even 
taken in a figurative sense. One of the little cells floating in the 
life-current has likely come to a place where it has been accustomed 
to pass, and has been denied admittance-—has had to tarry, to lay 
over for a few days ; or perhaps it has met the insidious enemy at a 
point where it was unexpected, and been robbed of some of its 
organic or inorganic elements. Again, perhaps, there has been “a 
solution of continuity’’ in some of the fibres of the tissues in the 
deep-seated parts of the body. Or, perhaps the foreign agent has 
come in contact with an organ, imparting to it unnatural activity, or 
what is just as likely, it has disarmed the organ of the ability to act 
at all. Now how is all this—and this is but a meager specimen— 
to be ciphered out? Certainly in attempting it, we are reminded 
of the saying of the distinguished personage to whom we have 
alluded—*‘ Judgment is difficult.” 

Because we are unable always to be perfect in making out the 
exact character of the derangement, and, as a consequence, are una- 
ble to apply the proper remedy, we are upbraided often with the 
exclamation: ‘Oh, the glorious uncertainty of medical science !”’ 
“Doctors can do nothing more than divert the attention of the pa- 
tient, while nature cures the disease,’’ etc., etc. But few stop to 
think of the difficulties we have to encounter, in many cases, and the 
impenetrable mysteries that surround others. Our profession is to 
attempt the cure ; and, although we may succeed ninety and nine 
times in the one hundred, still a failure in the other case is often a 
sufficient cause of reproach! ‘ Why not cure all?” is the unrea- 
sonable inquiry. It would not be a sufficient offset to such demands 
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to say that the moralist cannot cure all disposed to be vicious and cor- 
rupt ; or that the lawyer cannot gain all his cases in court ; or that 
the mechanic cannot mend all the broken machines; or that the 
chemist cannot analyze all the substances supposed to be com- 
pound; or that the astronomer cannot always predict the appear- 
ance of the comet; or that the geologist cannot come within a 
thousand years of the age of the world ; or that the mathematician 
does not yet fully understand the capacity of the nine digits ; or 
that the philologist is in the infancy of his knowledge concerning the 
power of letters ; or that, in short, we are yet but upon the threshold 
of all science, imperfect in all our efforts, it matters little what is up 
for investigation—such replies, we repeat, would in no way extenu- 
ate, in the estimation of the many, our imagined imperfections, 
Such being the case, what course is left for us topursue ? Are we 
to sit down and pare our finger-nails, in order to kill time, mourning 
over the want in the public mind of qualities it ought to possess, or 
make renewed efforts to confer a greater degree of certainty on every 
thing connected with our vocation? Are we to sit down and aban- 
don the interests of our profession to the results of chance, because 
preachers, lawyers, poets, etc., etc., are found mustering with the 
quacks and charlatans of the day? The profession, we think, 
would universally give to such inquiries a negative response. In 
looking over the record, we find that we have made progress in 
every age, and in none more than the present. The truth is, how- 
ever, that we hgve in charge the most difficult science, or, rather, 
series of sciences, with which our race has any thing to do; and 
this fact, if properly appreciated by the great mass of our profession, 
would work out salutary results. 

Most of those who practiced medicive in early times, however 
much indisposed to it, were compelled to do more or less of surgical 
practice. It was not then, as now, that the greater proportion of 
important surgical cases go abroad to seek relief, by placing them- 
selves in the hands of those who make this department a specialty. 
The facilities for this were not present, and this class of patients had 
to depend upon their family physicians. In this state of things, 
peculiar to every new country, the physicians met the emergencies 
the best way they could, and to their credit be it said, that their prac- 
tice was not only in the general very creditable, but, strange as it 
may seem, they enlarged, in a number of instances, the boundaries 
of surgical science, did important things that had never been 
done before. Early, in his professional life, Dr. Martin pre- 
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pared himself, as well as he could, to practice surgery ; and it was 
not long until his position among his brethren secured for him 
a comparatively large amount of this kind of business. Indeed, 
he not only did the principal amount of surgical service for 
his county for a number of years, but more or less in adjoining 
counties. His practice in this department reflects upon him, under 
the circumstances, great credit. It was characterized by energy, 
dexterity, and very profound views of surgical pathology. Mostly, 
of course, his business was confined to the minor department but he 
performed a number of capital operations. 

Like what is truein other callings much of the respectability and use- 
fulness of the profession of medicine depends upon the moral conduct 
of those engaged in the exercise of its functions. While there are certain 
rules pertaining to all kinds of intercourse, there are, if we might be 
allowed the expression, peculiarities in each for which special enact- 
ments in etiquette are required. These grow up and are developed 
pari passu with the progress in other things, and at last become as in- 
separable from the vocation with which they are connected, as is Civil 
law from refined society. Efforts to provide something of this char- 
acter may be traced through every period of medical history ; often, 
itis true, uncollated, and with no higher authority to secure obser- 
vance, than the ipse dixit of a ‘‘ Father”’ that they are right, and 
ought to be observed. 

Within the present century the rules, elaborated in former times, 
have been collected together, revised and added too, so as to make 
up what we now denominate a code—a ‘‘ Code of Medical Ethics.” 
We regard it as unnecessary to make a single remark on the utility 
of such an institute for the moral government of a learned pro- 
fession, for the regulation of the intercourse between physicians, and 
between the physician and his patient. It is to the medical profession 
what good manners are to an individual ; and the one may be aban- 
doned with as much propriety as the other. Nor is it necessary to 
say that it is a digest of what the Fathers have thought the most 
proper; and that every individual on entering the profession, 
as he becomes thereby entitled to all its privileges and immunities, 
incurs an obligation to exert his best abilities not only to respect its 
usages himself, but to use his influence for their observance by others. 
Moreover, it is equally unnecessary to suggest that, upon such a 
course the pesmanent success of the practitioner will depend. If he 
would do the most of which he is capable for himself and others, he 
must shape his movements according to proprieties that have had 
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the spontaneous respect of the good and great in every age. Thrift, 
temporary, may follow irregularities, wiley tricks, and dishonest 
schemes ; but sooner or later such conduct consigns the perpetrator to 
neglect and contempt. Dr. Martin was a model of purity in his pro- 
fessional intercourse. Nocord in his composition but what vibrated 
to genuine courtesy. Ever ready to obey the calls of the sick, he was 
also deeply imbued with the greatness of his mission and the 
responsibility he habitually incurred in its discharge. In his bear- 
ing in the sick room he united tenderness with firmness, and conde- 
scension with authority. For a great number of years he was the 
consulting physician for the region in which he lived, This arose 
from two circumstances, his intelligence, and therefore, his useful- 
ness to the patient; and his unexceptionable treatment of the atten- 
dant physician. After examining a case he gave his views modestly, 
but candidly ; and it mattered not what errors he discovered in the 
previous treatment, or how much he differed with the attending 
physician in the future course to be pursued, no one but the parties 
themselves knew any thing of the matter. His reason for this, as 
he often expressed it, was, that such information could be of no 
service to the patient or public, and might, if communicated, injure 
the physician. 

Towards the younger members of the profession, the reputation 
and prospects of whom may be often crushed for a time by a single 
remark from the physician of experience, he was very kind and lib- 
eral, sustaining them in the confidence of their patrons, and encour- 
aging them to press onward and upward. No one, indeed, ever 
left the profession who, where he was known, excited in this class 
deeper impulses of uncontrolable grief than did Dr. Martin. We 
were among them, and know something personally of the sensation. 

While an under-graduate, as we have seen, Dr. Martin emigrated 
to the West—the Mississippi valley——and at a time when, throughout 
this entire region, there was not a single medical schoo]. As in 
almost every thing ¢lse, the inhabitants of the Atlantic slope took 
precedence in medical colleges, and furnished the West and South, 
indeed, the continent, all the facilities there were for the education 
of physicians. To the State of Kentucky belongs the honor of hav- 
ing chartered the first University in the wilderness, and to the town of 
Lexington, of the same State, is due the credit of organizing the 
first Medical School. This was connected with Transylyania Uni- 
versity, and happened in 1815. A Faculty was not organized till 
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the autumn of 1817, and, inasmuch as this was the pioneer faculty, 
it may not be out of place to notice the names of those composing 
it. It consisted of Drs. Dudley, Overton, Richardson, Blythe, and 
Drake. In this school which, it will be observed, embraced some 
of the ablest teachers ever on the continent, Dr. Martin attended 
his second course of lectures and graduated. Here, too, his 
acquaintance with Dr. Drake commenced, which, in after life, 
ripened into mutual confidence and esteem ; and to a concert of 
effort, years afterward, for the promotion of medical education in 
Ohio. 

Dr. Drake resigned his chair—Materia Medica—at Lexington, 
after having delivered a single course, returned to Cincinnati and 
commenced making exertions to procure a charter for the ‘Medical 
College of Ohio.”” This was obtained in January, 1819; and the 
faculty, of which he was a member, gave their first course of lec- 
tures in the winter of 1820-1 to a class of twenty-five pupils. The 
next year, the plan was concocted for ‘‘ The Commercial Hospital,”’ 
as'an appendage to the college, and a bill passed by the Legisla- 
ture with all the necessary provisions for a perpetual connection 
between it and the college. After the second session, Dr. Drake 
was separated from this college, ‘‘and after twice doubling the 
period through which Jacob waited for his Rachel, the united voice 
of the trustees and professors recalled him tothe chair which he held 
in the beginning.” (Drake's Introductory.) 

This period was characterized by a number of movements per- 
taining to medical education in Ohio, to a few only of which we can 
allude. The Ohio Medical College was scarcely out of the infantile 
or gristly state, if we are to believe history, before influences were 
at work to place individuals in the faculty irrespective of their ac- 
quirements or “@ptness to teach.” Such a course so far predomi- 
nated that Dr. Drake’s sense of propriety would not permit him to 
co-operate, and as a consequence, he at once separated himself from 
the institution, whereupon a controversy arose that continued for 
years, and in regard to which the profession in Cincinnati, and in 
many other portions of the State took part. Being intimate with 
Dr. Drake, and being situated so as to be enabled to form an opin- 
ion in regard to the matters at issue, Dr. Martin took grounds 
against the course of the Trustees of the College and co-operated 
with Dr. Drake and others in their efforts at reform. 


44 
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In 1832, at a meeting of the Third District Medical Society, of 
which he was at the time President, resolutions, at his instance, 
were drawn up and adopted, charging the Trustees of the Ohio 
Medical College with a system of partiality and favoritism the most 
extraordinary and unprecedented, in the appointment of individuals 
as professors wholly incompetent to discharge the duties thereof; 
and at the same time a memorial was drawn up, to be presented to 
the General Assembly, asking that body to inquire into the causes 
of the unprosperous condition of the College, and suggesting its 
re-organization. To this memorial the following names are appen- 
ded :—Joshua Martin, Joseph Templeton, John Ross, Joseph Staun- 
ton, Wm. Bell. The memorial had the effect to induce the Legis- 
lature to appoint commissioners of investigation, which repaired to 
Cincinnati, at the expense of the State, and entered upon their 
duties. Before the commissioners Dr. Martin appeared with charges 
and specifications. The following are some of the charges:— 
‘‘Charge 1st—That for several years past, the general policy of the 
Trustees of the Medical College of Ohio, in the city of Cincinnati, 
has been marked by partiality and prejudice, and indicates an indif- 
ference to the reputation and welfare of said College and to the ad- 
vance of medical science therein. Charge 2d—That the Board of 
Trustees of the Medical College of Ohio have been guilty of gross 
negligence in the management of the funds of the State committed 
to their hands for the benefit of the said College.” 

The commissioners were in session for nearly three weeks, and 
made a report the following year to the General Assembly. The 
report did not state how far the charges were sustained by the testi- 
mony, but the investigation resulted, on the part of the Legislature, 
in the appointment of a new Board of Trustees and a re-organiza- 
tion of the faculty. 

The new organization did not, however, prove acceptable, and 
efforts were soon afterwards made for the formation of another 
institution—the Cincinnati Medical College. Of this institution Dr. 
Martin became one of the Trustees, and during its continuance, 
labored in its behalf with his usual energy. He often spoke of the 
ability of the faculty, and well he might, when it was made up of 
such individuals as Drake, Rives, Harrison, Rogers, Parker, Gross. 

In the interests of this institution, Dr. Martin closed mostly his 
efforts in the cause of medical education, though until his death he 
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let no opportunity pass to throw his influence in favor of thorough 
training and a high standard of professional culture. 

Although possessed of aspirations in his profession, and deeply 
interested in its purity and progress, Dr. Martin never, as far as we 
have learned, made an effort to become a professor. In this respect 
he was in the company of Hippocrates, and Celsus, and Galen of 
ancient times, and Sydenham, Heberden, Mead, and the two Hun- 
ters, and Darwin, and Bichat, and Louis in later times. - This cir- 
cumstance is not mentioned to depreciate the professorial order, but 
to enforce a proper pride, a feeling of self-respect, growing out of a 
consciousness of ability and attainments in the practical department 
ef the profession—that to which every thing else is but preliminary 
and suberdinate. 

Related to society by the most intimate ties, medical men gene- 
erally find themselves sympathizing with the communities in which 
their lots are cast, in all the schemes for the improvement of the 
social state. Of the subject of our notice, this remark was emi- 
nently true. He engaged with zeal in every thing which he thought 
would better the condition of the people. To the subject of the 
education of the rising generation he gave much time and liberally 
of his means. The diffusion of knowledge he regarded as the only 
thing upon which we can with certainty depend to conduct us sefely 
through our experiment to the happy goal which we all believe the 
future has in reservation for us. Those who have conversed with 
Dr. Martin, have seldom had the interview close without hearing 
the subject of the education of females discussed and enthusiasti- 
cally advocated. At the time of his death he was a member of the 
Board of the Xenia Female Seminary and Collegiate Institute. In 
a series of resolutions, passed by the Board on hearing of his 
death, we find the following well merited tribute :—‘‘In the organ- 
ization of this institution, (Xenia Female Seminary,) the high stan- 
dard he (Dr. M.) adopted, the enlightened liberality he has ever 
manifested, and his devotion and zeal, entitled him to the grateful 
remembrance of the community at large, and especielly of those 
who reap the fruits of his labors.’’ 

Dr. Martin engaged with zeal in the Temperance enterprise. Of 
strictly temperate habits himself, by his intercourse with the com- 
munity, he became acquainted with all the various phases of the 
vice of intemperance. The abuse of intoxicating drinks he com- 
prehended very thoroughly, and possessed great confidence in the 





460 Original Communications. (July, 


remedies that from time to time within the last quarter of a century 
have been proposed. To his optics there appeared to be such a 
palpable mora! and physical degradation connected with the use of 
alcoholic drinks, that it only seemed necessary to set things in their 
proper light, to place the victim under circumstances in which he 
might see and appreciate the tendency of his course, in order to 
secure a radical, a thorough reformation. This feeling, in which so 
many shared, was too liberal, counted too much on the recuperative 
powers of poor human nature from a vice the seeds of which had been 
sown on a very genial soil, in common with those which gave birth 
to the tree of liberty in the New World. For a time, however, it 
nerved the arm of the philanthropist, and created a state of public 
sentiment, upon which measures have since been founded to destroy 
among the rising generation the popularity of the sin, and remove 
as far as possible the sources of temptation from those who are in- 
capable of ever being reformed. Of most of the organizations for 
the promotion of the cause of temperance, Dr. Martin was a mem- 
ber, and gave freely of his time and of his means to carry forward 
the good work. For the drunkard, wherever found, he had sympathy, 
and not unfrequently he took persons of this class, ragged, dirty 
and delirious, to his own dwelling and kept them there until reason 
was enthroned and they were surrounded with the influences neces- 
sary to control the gnawings of the fatal passion. Many that now 
survive him, will cherish him as an earthly benefactor, who did all 
he could to wrest them from the grasp of a destroyer that not only 
kills, but quadruples the ordinary pains of death. 

Not only in matters pertaining to the purity of social life, but in 
the politics of the country did Dr. Martin take an interest. Of the 
Whig party he was a member for a number of years, and perhaps 
did as much to give efficiency and popularity to the measures of that 
party as any one individual in the west. Without any wish to intro- 
duce a political question into a memoir like the present, there are 
some events in the life of Dr. M. which we are not permitted to pass 
over in silence. 

Born and educated in a slave State, he believed with thousands 
of other good and patriotic citizens, that the relation of master and 
slave is of ancient origin, has not been disturbed by the teachings 
of scripture, Old or New. And believing, also, that this relation 
will continue to exist among races, and between individuals of the 
same race as long as superiors and inferiors are created, he did 
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not at first sympathise with the exciting anti-slavery movement. 
Clearly perceiving the constitutional recognition of slavery, he had 
no disposition, as he had no right, to meddle with it where it already 
existed. But when he thought he saw a disposition, on the part of 
the South, to claim and exercise on behalf of their peculiar institu- 
tion, a greater influence and contro] in the affairs of government 
than it was entitled to; when he believed there existed an aggres- 
sive spirit, and a fixed determination to extend the area of slavery 
by the acquisition even of foreign territory, and at the imminent risk 
of wars and civil commotions, he felt it his duty to resist by all law- 
ful and constitutional means. 

In the habit of acting promptly upon his convictions of right and 
duty, he did not hesitate to sever his former political associations 
and unite with the anti-slavery movement, as in his judgment the 
most eligible means of limiting a power, the final effects of which 
he regarded as being opposed to the best interests of the free white 
man, and in the hands of fanatics, both north and south, capable of 
endangering the peace and union of the States. Whether at the 
time, the whole subject of anti-slavery, its nature and its conse- 
quences were fully and fairly before his mind, I am not vain enough 
to surmise. But eminently patriotic, he would have shrunk from 
the support of any principle or measure which he thought calculated 
to jeopardize the stability of our institutions. Nor would he have 
conceded to any other than the Caucasian race the right to their 
control and administration. 

The controversy now going on, unless there is too much feeling 
invested, will involve the consideration of questions that ethnologists 
have for some time been engaged in discussing : 

Are the white and black races equal in capacity ? 

Are their civilizations or ethnological proclivities alike? 

Is the African race, unmixed with the white, capable of origina- 
ting, or sustaining American or European civilization ? 

Has, or has not, each race an idiosyncracy that determines the de- 
gree and kind of civilization of which it is capable ? 

Is that portion of the African race, which is under the restraints of 
American servitude in a better or worse condition, physically, intel- 
lectually or morally, than that remaining at home in Africa, where 
left free to pursue happiness in its own way ; or that portion now 
inhabiting the free States of America ? 

Is there a natural tendency in the African race to menial service ; 
and if so, which form of it is the worst, that which for the entire 
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historic period the race has voluntarily assumed in its own country, 
or that forced upon it in this ? 

Can the two races, the Anglo-Saxon and African, live together 
on the same soil, in the enjoyment of equal, social and politica) 
privileges ? 

Is it right to take charge of an inferior race, whose history shows 
that its tendencies are to barbarism, or the lowest degree of eivi)- 
ization, and by force, compel it to move under the direction of the 
Anglo-Saxon mind, provided it be, in all respects, benefited by the 
operation ? 

The poet has said ‘‘ The noblest study of mankind is man,” and 
as the physician, from the very nature of his profession, is obliged to 
minister to the moral, mental and physical ailments of his patients, 
and to study disease under various phases as snodified by race, or 
the admixture of races, or as influenced by the peculiar mental and 
moral development of individuals, he is truly entitled to say with the 
Old Roman, ‘“‘ Homo sum, ef humani a me nihil alienum puto,” 
These questions then become to him not only legitimate studies, but 
they assume the form of grave problems, involving the original and 
inherent diversity of the human race, whether physically, intellectu- 
ally or morally, and require to be solved in the light of history and 
experience by the calm and Christian philosopher, rather than by 
heated partisans on either side. 

As we have said they already occupy the attention of eminent and 
able ethnographers who have no theory to subserve, no interests 
at stake but those of humanity ; we have full faith, therefore, that 
the investigation will be earried forward in the spirit of fairness and 
perfect candor, and that the final conclusion will be arrived at and 
established in due time, upon the basis of natural law—scientific 
truth. 

In the opinion of many cool and reflecting persons there is great dan- 
ger, that under the influence of intensified and exacerbated sectional 
feelings, the final and satisfactory settlement of these questions may 
be postponed, or complicated by the rash adoption of a policy and 
measures that will ultimately prove unacceptable to the one race, and 
not adapted to the other. It is, therefore, to be hoped, that mutual 
forbearance, calm judgment, patriotic feelings, and Christian charity 
may finally obtain, in behalf of our beloved country. 

The Xenia Torchlight of November 9th, 1855, edited by Mr. R. 
McBratney, contains a very able and candid obituary notice of Dr. 
Martin. Mr. McB. has been intimately acquainted with him for 
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years, and knew much of his efforts in behalf of the interests of soci- 
ety. The following is an extract from his remarks : 

“To his efforts and unconquerable energy, and to the influence 
which those efforts and that energy brought into the enterprise, is 
to be attributed the building of the Little Miami Railroad, and to the 
successful completion of that (the piuneer) enterprise is to be attrib- 
uted that vast network of railroads which now overspread the coun- 
try, and which have doubled and quadrupled the value of property 
wherever they have been erected.”’ 

In looking about for traits of character which will, in some meas- 
ure, serve to explain Dr. Martin’s success throughout life, self-reliance 
stands out very prominently—the fixed purpose to trust to himself, 
the confidence that within his own organism there resided the germs 
of manhood. When he undertook to accomplish anything he did 
not depend on others for the course he should pursue, but recognized 
in himself the muscle and nerve to step forward, take hold and carry 
his enterprise through. Indeed he was himself, thought his own 
thoughts, spoke his own convictions, and acted out, in all its integ- 
rity, the spark of idiosyncracy with which, by the Creator, he was 
endowed. How noble, as well as available, this gem of human 
character. Man to imitate is worse than the monkey. The latter 
is excusable because acting from instinct ; the former not, because 
from depravity, taste vitiated, personality wrecked. The counten- 
ance of an inferior animal interests us as we witness the expressions 
of likes and dislikes. The reason is, we see things as they are. 
‘“* Know thyself,” is not of more importance than rely upon self—to 
be good or great. Every man, as finished by the Creator, is unique, 
a zoological world of himself—an independent treasury of thought— 
a mine of moral force—an encyclopedia of human nature. Indeed 
to the ‘‘ Martinism,”’ of Martin, the subject of this notice owed his 
success in whatever he undertook to accomplish. Be yourself, trust 
yourself, is the language of advancement, of availability, of distine- 
tion in every undertaking. Napoleon imitated no one, no one can 
imitate him. 

Success oftener than may be supposed, depends upon the direc- 
tion which an individual allows his faculties to take, even in the 
investigations connected with scientific subjects. 

We have for example pervading all the matter of nature, a poten- 
cy or power for which the philosophers have no proper name. It 
holds the dust of the earth together in the form of cleds,—it gives 
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integrity and uniformity to the angles of chrystals,—evolved by the 
action of an acid on bits of zinc, it is capable of traveling through 
iron wire, so as to become a plastic messenger between the inhabit- 
ants on opposite sides of the earth ; according to the presence 
of a larger or smaller quantity of it, we have the matter of the uni- 
verse in the state of solid, fluid or gas,—it determines the forms and 
productions of all vegetable substance; it presides over the matter 
which enters into the composition of all animals—man included— 
and arranges from a simple cell, as homogeneous and insignificant as 
a soap bubble, all the processes known by the names of nutrition, 
circulation, secretion, innervation,—it imparts the proclivities to the 
matter that sets the calf to butting before it has horns,—it enables 
the bee to construct its hexagonal cells of honey comb with an- 
gles that combine the greatest degree of strength with the least 
possible amount of material,—and lastly, it arranges the simple 
articles, albumen, fat, phosphorus, water, etc., in such a way that 
we have the phenomena of sensation, memory, judgment, taste and 
will. 

Now, we may call this agent or power cohesion, gravity, magnet- 
ism, caloric, electricity, spirit or life, as it may happen to be found 
in connection with this or that kind of atoms, or concerned in the 
production of this or that set of phenomena. Still, in regard to its 
real essence or nature, we know so little, that in the estimation of a 
learned modern physicist, nothing is lost by the adoption of a single 
term by which it may be designated. What so inviting as a field 
like this, and who can wonder that an inquisitive mind should be- 
come enamored with the desire to understand? Dr. Martin was one 
of the very few men, however, who seemed to comprehend the ex- 
tent to which inquiries connected with such subjects could be profi- 
tably prosecuted. He saw at once that we might speculate forever 
upon such questions and still know but little about them; that in 
truth it is only their effects and phenomena that can be investigated. 
It would be a very desirable thing to ascertain what proportion of 
the article which we call mind, if ‘such an expression might be 
allowed, is all the time engrossed and wasted on such subjects, and 
how little has been, and is now applied in the right direction, in the 
elaboration of knowable subjects, subjects that contribute to the’ 
stock of useful knowledge. Great men are plenty—symmetrical men 
few. Every day we meet with individuals gifted with large facul- 
ties, but how few are there who use them to purpose, who apply 
them rightly, and make the most out of what they undertake ? 
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From what we have attemp'ed to sketch, it is very plain that Dr. 
M. had a practical, rather than a speculative mind ; that he was 
one of those who could both originate and execute ; and withal was 
endowed with that indispensable element of character—energy. Like 
most of the men who have made their mark, he raised himself 
from an humble position. Wealth, so very convenient when start- 
ing out in life, he had none. Nor had he influential friends whose 
ambition it was to lift him from step to step on the ladder to place. 
At the bottom of life he himself begun and passed through all its 
gradations, felt many of its privations, became acquainted with all 
its wants, and thus made for himself an experience that capacitated 
him to view humanity from the right angle, to embrace enlarged 
views, understand great principles, and put in operation the best 
measures to carry forward the many worthy enterprises in which he 
engaged. 

Thus we have passed in review some of the points of one of our 
medical brethren who has lived to purpose. Many who were on the 
stage as his contemporaries, may have occupied a larger space in 
the public eye; many have done things that gave them a more gen- 
eral renown, because differently situated, and differently engaged. 
Dr. Martin, however, acted well his part, was always more than the 
circumstances with which he was surrounded, and where he was 
known, there is an abiding consciousness that he contributed to 
make the community of which he was a member wiser, happier, 
better. 





PART SECOND. 


AMERICAN AND FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Arr. I.—American Medical Association. Proceedings of the Ninth 
Annual Meeting, held at Detroit, Mich., May 6 to 8, 1856. 

The Association met at Fireman’s Hall, in Detroit, at 11 o’clock 
A. M., Tuesday, May 6, 1856, and was called to order by the Pre- 
sident, Dr. G. B. Wood, of Pennsylvania. Dr. D. Tilden, of Ohio, 
Vice President, occupied a seat upon the platform. Dr. Wm. Bro- 
die, of Detroit, Secretary. 
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Dr. Pitcher, of Michigan, in behalf of the committee of Arrange- 
ments, said : 


Mr. Prestpznt:—In the name of the Physicians of Michigan, 
who are here represented by delegates from their State, district, and 
more local societies, we welcome the members of the American 
Medical Association to the State and city of our adoption. 

As children who have wandered from the family altar, to improve 
their fortunes in new and distant lands, would meet with boundin 
hearts the patriarch of their early home, so we, whose lot has been 
cast in the forests of the West, now greet with kind emotions the 
delegates from the old colonial States, hallowed in our memories by 
their revolutionary associations, honored for the elegance and dura- 
bility of their seats of learning, and cherished as the home or the 
birthplace of many of the most brilliant and highly cultivated intel. 
lects in our national domain. 

With a fraternal attachment no less ardent, we receive the mem- 
bers coming from those other States of the confederacy, which, like 
our own, have a position among the stars of the Union, but by the 
accident of birth are excluded from a place among the stripes of our 
national escutcheon. 

And to our brethren who are here, by invitation, from the British 
Provinces in America, with whom, from a common ancestry, we 
have derived, by inheritance, our best and earliest ideas of civil lib- 
erty, much of our literature, and many of the practical precepts 
which regulate our art, we offer a like and cordial reception. 

Although actively engaged in the battle of life, and earnestly 
struggling to overcome the obstacles which, in an undeveloped coun- 
try, lie in the way of professional suceess, we have striven like the 
devoted Parsee to keep alive the fire which, in our youth, we kin- 
dled at the altars of those Magi who now come—not like the wise men 
of the East, under the guidance of a new risen star, by acts of devo- 
tion to celebrate the advent of a Messiah—but to receive from us, on 
this ground, from which the footprints of the savage have scarcely 
been erased by the ploughshare of the white man, where the echoes 
of the boat-song of the lively Gascon may still be heard between the 
strokes of the paddle-wheel and the whistlings of the locomotive, the 
tokens of a sincere friendship, the acknowledgment of a legitimate 
paternity, and the homage due from filial and grateful hearts. 

The student of our political history is well aware that, under the 
pressure of exterior force, we have been compelled, on five different 
occasions, to change our national colors, but never to abjure the faith 
of our political sires ; so now, we intend steadfastly to stand by the 
true in medicine, under all the forms of temptation, as we will, un- 
der all the phases of political fanaticism, defend the ark of the cove- 
nant of our political fathers. . 

We pray that the meetings of this Association, though purely sci- 
entific.in its aim, may be so conducted as to become instrumental in 
promoting these great ends. 
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Again, gentlemen, we bid you, from whatever land, or State, or 
section of the country you may have come, in the name of common 
brotherhood in science, @ warm and cordial welcome. 


The roll was then called by Dr. Wistar, of Pennsylvania. 


On motion of Dr. Thompson, of Delaware, a recess of fifteen 
minutes was taken to allow the delegates from the respective States 
to report one member from each state represented, as a committee 
to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 


At the expiration of the recess, the Association was called to or- 
der, and the different State delegations then reported their choice, 
repectively, of delegate to serve on the nominating committee, which 
was constituted as follows : 


Maine, N. P. Monroe ; New Hampshire, H. Pierce ; Vermont, C. 
L. Allen ; Massachusetts. H. H. Childs; Rhode Island, J. E. War- 
ren ; Connecticut, David Harrison; New York, William Rockwell ; 
New Jersey, L. A: Smith; Pennsylvania, John Neill ; Delaware, J. 
W. Thomson ; Maryland, P. Wroth ; South Carolina, E. Geddings ; 
Tennessee, J. B. Lindsley ; Kentucky, W. L. Sutton ; Minnesota, C. 
W. LeBoutillier ; Michigan, M. Gunn; Ohio, Thos. W. Gordon ; 
Indiana, Dr. Winton: Jillinois, H. Noble; Wisconsin, W. H. Bris- 
bane; Jowa, D. L. McGugin. 


After the Nominating Committee had retired, Dr. Pitcher, of 
Michigan, from the Committee of Arrangements, submitted the fol- 
lowing report : 


In conformity to the domestic and social usages of the place of 
meeting, the committee have to suggest that the sessions of the As- 
sociation take place in accordance with the following plan, and that 
they commence and terminate each day at the hours designated 
therein : 

Tuesday—Morning session begins at 9 A. M. and ends at half 
past 12 M. Afternoon session begins at 2 P. M. and ends at 5 P. M. 

Wednesday—Morning session begins at 9 A. M. and ends at half 

ast 12M. Afternoon:no session. 

Thursday—Morning session begins at 9 A. M. and ends at half 
past 12 M. Afternoon session begins at 2 and ends at 5 P. M. 

Friday—Morning session begins at 9 o’clock A. M. 

This arrangement of the hours of meeting and adjournment con- 
forms, also, to the suggestions contained in the resolutions of Dr. N. 
S. Davis, of Illinois, and which were, on his motion, referred to this 
committee for their consideration by a vote of the Association. Re- 
gard for the mover of the resolutions and the authority of the body 
by which they were submitted to us, requires from the committee a 
respectful reply. Your committee, in view of the existing state of 
our professional literature, feel reluctant to advise a departure from 
the present mode of laboring to promote a higher degree of culture 
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in those preparing to become members of the medical profession, 
and to establish in those already engaged in its duties a habit of re- 
cording the results of their observations. They think that the effects 
of such a change as is contemplated in the resolutions of Professor 
Davis, and the more amplified expression of his idea, contained in 
the address of the then President, Dr. Pope, of Missouri, delivered 
at Philadelphia, in 1855, can be easily foreseen. To a few who are 
gifted with colloquial powers, and to others who have undergone 
the discipline required to fit them for public debate, the interest of 
the meetings conducted upon the plan proposed in the resolutions 
would be greatly increased ; but as the great body of the Associa- 
tion would, voluntarily, it is true, be excluded from the participation 
in those exercises, the enthusiasm which now characterizes our an- 
niversaries would subside, and with it the professional esprit du corps 
which has been already developed through the instrumentality of the 
Association. We presume that the objects for which this organiza- 
tion was effected have not been lost sight of by the majority of its 
members. Neither can it be pretended that those purposes have 
been so far accomplished as to justify us in laying it aside, or of 
diverting it from its original design. 

Your committee feel that the profession has no right to rail at the 
public for misappreciation of it, so long as we continue to admit men 
into its folds destitute of that knowledge, both in nature and degree, 
necessary to make a decent appearance in general society, or to fita 
man for the more ordinary and less responsible pursuits of life. 
From the early records of the Association it appears that this convic- 
tion, on the part of the profession in the United States connected 
with the design of reforming, in certain particulars, the medical 
schools of our country, led to its organization in 1847, and until its 
mission in buth respects has been accomplished, the committee would 
reluctantly recommend the adoption of any measure tending in their 
judgment to divert it from the design of its creation. Thus far the 
influence of the Association has gradually extended itself into the 
rank and file of the profession. It has increased the number of wri- 
ters, given an impulse to the medical mind, and encouraged a useful 
and laborious class, gratified to observe, and willing to submit their 
observations to the public, because they can be incorporated into the 
body of the transactions without being subjected to a sifting criti- 
cism. Itis true, that in this way, articles have been printed that did 
not always enure to the credit of the Association, but at the same 
time, and by that means, motion and fertility have been given to 
minds that would have lain fallow and unproductive, which the 
dread of the conspicuity belonging to a mental gymnasium would 
have driven into deeper obscurity. The committee, however, whilst 
they would resist any tendency to radicalism in their own opinions, 
cannot dismiss the subject without expressing their belief that, in 
order to secure the objects of our organization, it is as necessary to 
increase the breadth and depth of its base as to elevate the shaft de- 

signed to spring from it; for without such preparation, the super- 


structure, however beautiful in aspect, would be of transient dura 
tion. 
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Having arranged the hours for meeting and adjourning, so as to 
place it in the power of the Association to adopt or reject, without 
inconvenience, the proposition of Dr. Davis, the committee respect- 
fully ask to be excused from submitting a distinct proposition on the 
subject. 

By order of the Committee of Arrangements. 

Z. Prrcner, Chairman. 

The report was accepted. 


The President announced the death of the eminent Dr. John C. 
Warren, of Boston, Mass., in that city, on Sunday morning. 

Dr. Childs, of Mass., felt compelled to say a few words in this con- 
nection. He had been associated with the deceased for more than 
half a century, and should feel that he had been derelict of duty if 
he neglected to speak in his laudation. Dr. Warren was the nephew 
of Joseph Warren, who fell gloriously at the battle of Bunker Hill. 
He was at the head of his profession in Massachusetts—had been 
President of the State Medical Seciety, and occupant of other eleva- 
ted medical positions. His professional reputation was high, and 
his personal reputation spotless. His fame was not confined to Mas- 
sachusetts. Though devoted to medical science, he was not limited 
to that alone, but paid attention to every branch of literature and 
art. If young members of the profession would be useful and emi- 
nent, they should follow the example of Dr. John C. Warren. To 
the older, the speaker would point out Dr. W.’s moral character as 
an examplar. Such a life as his, inevitably terminates in a death 
beatified by a surety of eternal happiness. 

Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, made some remarks eulogistic of the de- 
ceased. He alluded to his high reputation—a reputation, he ob- 
served, not confined to America, but extending to every corner of 
the civilized world. Dr. Warren was the Nestor of American sur- 
gery. Dr. Gross concluded by offering the following :— 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to draft resolu- 
tions expressive of the feelings of this Association at the loss of their 
late associate, Dr. John C. Warren. 


The resolution was adopted, and the President appointed as such 
committee, Dr. Gross of Kentucky, Dr. Childs of Massachusetts, Dr. 
Wood of New York, Dr. Pitcher of Michigan, and Dr. Geddings of 
South Carolina. 

On motion the Association adjourned to 2 o’clock, P. M. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The President called the Association to order at 2 o’clock. 

The Secretary read a letter from Dr. Grafton Tyler, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, one of the Vice Presidents, excusing his absence. 
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He also read letters from the State Medical Society of Tennessee, 
and from the University of Nashville, inviting the Association to 
hold its next annual session at Nashville, Tennessee. Also, one 
tendering the use of the Hall of Representatives of that State for the 
purposes of said session. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, referred to Committee on 
Nominations. 

The Committee on Nominations submitted the following report :— 

The Committee on Nominations unanimously nomiuate the follow- 
ing officers of the American Medical Association for the ensuing 
year :— 

President—Dr. Zina Pitcher, of Detroit. 

Vice Presidents—Drs. Thomas W. Blatchford, of New York; 
William K. Bowling, of Tennessee ; E. Geddings, of South Carolina ; 
W. H. Brisbane, of Wisconsin. 

Secretaries—Drs. Wm. Brodie, of Michigan; R. C. Fester, of 
Tennessee. 

Treasurer—Dr. Casper Wistar, of Pennsylvania. 


The report was accepted, and the nominations unanimously con- 
firmed. 


On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, the President was re- 
quested to deliver his annual address. 

At the conclusion of the address, on motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association be presented to our 
late President for the able and interesting parting address he has 
just delivered, and that he be requested to present to the Committee 
of Publication a copy, for preservation in our transactions. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to inform the 
President and Vice Presidents elect of their eleetion, and conduct 
them to their seats. 


The President appointed, as such committee, Drs. Atlee, of Pa., 
Reeves, of Ohio, and Sutton, of Ky. 

Upon taking the chair, Dr. Pitcher said :— 

Although fully aware of my indebtedness, for this distinction, to 
your observance of a custom equivalent in force to positive law, of 
selecting your presiding officer, in each successive year, from the 
State in which the meeting of the Association is held, I feel myself 
more honored by your partiality, than if I had received the same 
mark of respect from any other Sete of men known to the annals of 
our country. 

This sentiment of regard for the body towards which I now hold, 
by this act of yours, so delicate and interesting a relation, has been 
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inspired by a contemplation of the ideal of the ph sician, and strength- 

ened by my growing acquaintance with the individuals which com- 
ose It. 

' Being unaccustomed to presiding in deliberative assemblies, I 
shall throw myself upon the indulgence of the Association, and rely 

npon the kindness and intelligent co-operation of the individual 

members for assistance, in performing the duties of the chair. 

Whilst thanking you most cordially for this expression of confi- 
dence, I can only assure you that such abilities as I possess shall be 
devoted to the prosperity of the Association and the harmony of its 
proceedings. 

On motion of Dr. Gunn, of Mich., 


Resolved, That the resolution a at St. Louis, requiring a ma- 
jority of the Committee on Publication to be appointed from resi- 
dents of the place where the meeting is held, be repealed. 


Dr. Phelps, of N. Y., offered the following :— 


Whereas, The pleasure and satisfaction of attending the delibera- 
tions of this Association would be greatly enhanced, the duties of 
the secretaries and reporters facilitated, and order at the same 
time secured, by the observance of two things, to wit: first, that 
the audience be put in possession of the name and residence of the 
speaker; and, secondly, that they be enabled distinctly to hear 
what he has to say ; therefore, 

Resolved, That no one be permitted to address the Association, 
except he shall have first given his name and residence, which shall 
be distinctly announced from the chair, and the member be required 
to go forward and speak from the stand, and not more than ten min- 
utes at one time. 


A motion to lay on the table was lost. The resolution was then 
adopted. 

At the request of Dr. Gross, of Ky., his report upon ‘‘ The Cau- 
ses that Retard Medical Education and Literature,’’ was made the 
special order for Wednesday at 10 o’clock. 

Dr. Palmer, of Ill., from the Committee on Prize Essays and Vol- 
unteer Communications, submitted the following :— 


“The Committee on Prize Essays and Volunteer Communica- 
tions” report, that some months since they issued a card, which was 
erdis published in the medical journals, setting forth the terms 
upon which essays intended for prizes would be received ; but that 
the number of papers presented has been but four. 

By referring to the past records of the Association, it is found 
that the numbers received by preceding committees have been, in 
1852, sixteen; in 1853, fifteen; in 1854, nine; in 1855, six; in 
1856, four. Your committee beg leave to call attention to this al- 
most regular and quite rapid decrease in the number of essays pre- 
sented, for the purpose of having the Association consider whether 
there be not danger that the number which may hereafter be fur- 
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nished will be so small as to afford insufficient range of comparison 
and choice to cause the preference shown to be much valued, if, in. 
deed, presentations do not cease altogether, and whether any means 
should be devised for preventing such a result. 

The essays receive by your committee have been subjected toa 
careful examination ; and while admitting that they all possess a de- 
gree of merit which would render them suggestive and useful, if 
given to the profession, still, in their opinion, but one manifests that 
evidence of careful and laborious investigation, that wide scope and 
rigid accuracy of logical reasoning, that chasteness of expression 
and artistic skill in the presentation of the subject, as to furnish sufi. 
cient claim for awarding a prize by this body. 

But one prize is therefore awarded. The essay selected for this 
honor bears the title—‘‘ An Essay on the Arterial Circulation.” 

It is regarded by the committee as possessing the merits just allu- 
ded to, and while not wishing to give an unqualified endorsement of 
all the views which it contains, they regard it as possessing not only 
interest in its physiological and scientific relations, but also real value 
in its pathological and practical bearings. 

The production has considerable length, and by the fullness with 
which the views advanced are discussed, it partakes as much of the 
nature of a treatise as an essay. It has atleast one quality which 
Lord Bacon considered necessary to a treatise, as distinguished from 
an essay—it required a degree of leisure on the part of the writer, 
and will require the same on the part of the reader for him to appre- 
ciate its value. 

The essay bears the motto— ‘‘ Una est veritas.” 

(Signed ) A. B. Parmer, Chairman 
Samvuet Denton, 
Stras H. Dovatrass, 
Axn’m Sacer, 
E. AnpREws. 


On breaking the seal of the accompanying packet, Dr. Henry 
Hartshorne, of Philadelphia, Pa., was found to be the successful 
essayist. 


The report was accepted. 

Dr. Blatchford, of N. Y., from the committee on ‘‘ Hydrophobia, 
and the Connection of the Season of the Year with its Prevalence,” 
read a report thereon. The committee, in conclusion, submitted the 
following resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Secretary transmit to the Governor of each 
State a copy of the statistical part of this report, with the respectful 
request that he would bring the subject before the Legislature of the 
State over which he presides, that in their wisdom they may devise 


and unite upon a plan by which the evil may be mitigated, if not 
removed. 


The committee on Nominations reported in favor of holding the 
next annual meeting of the Association at Nashville, Tenn. 
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Dr. Gross, of Ky., moved to strike out “Nashville, Tenn.,” and 
insert ‘‘ Louisville, Ky.” He thought Nashville at present difficult 
of access. 

Dr. Geddings, of 8S. O., and Lindsley, of Tenn., advocated the 
adoption of the report. 

Dr. Gross withdrew his amendment and the report was adopted. 

Dr. Wistar of Pa., from the committee on publication, made the 
annual report. It states that the first copies of the Transactions of 
the last session of the Association were issued on the 10th of No- 
vember, 1855; that 1,100 copies were printed ; that the aggregate 
expense of printing, illustrating, and binding was $1,922 70; that 
the distribution of the volume was effected, in every possible in- 
stance, by express; that Drs. C. Hooker of Ct., Alden March of 
Albany, J. L. Atlee of Pa., W. Brodie of Mich.; C. B. Gibson of 
Richmond, E. L. Beadle of N. Y., H. W. Desaussure of 8. C., C. 
A. Pope of Mo., D. H. Storer of Mass., T. G. Richardson of Ky., 
J. Mauran of R.L., T. Miller of D. C., F. E. B. Hintez of Md., L. P. 
Bush of Del., Z. Pitcher of Mich., and J. B. Lindsley of Tenn., have 
rendered essential service to the Association—some in procuring 
subscriptions to the volume, and all by cordial co-operation in its 
distribution ; that it is important to secure efficient co-operation in 
every State, by the appointment of gentlemen whose duty it shall 
be to aid in procuring subscriptions for circulating the Transactions; 
that Connecticut is especially to be commended for her services in 
this particular ; that not a little embarrassment was experienced by 
the committee in restoring to the list of permanent members the 
names of those who had been left off by order of the Association for 
non-payment of assessments ; that they had endeavored, however, 
by careful comparison of the various lists, to supply all omissions ; 
that the committee had been reluctantly obliged to omit from the 
Transactions two valuable reports on epidemic diseases—by Dr. L. 
H. Anderson, of Ale., and Dr. E. D. Fenner, of New Orleans— 
but as they had not been presented to the Association, and acted on 
by that body, there was no other alternative’; that the following 
resolution, passed at the last session, should be strictly enforced :-— 

Resolved, That hereafter, beginning with the session of 1856, no 
report or other paper shall be entitled to publication in the volume 
for the rome in which it shall be presented to the Association, unless 


it be placed in the hands of the committee of Publication on or 
before June Ist. 


45 
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The report further states that the number of volumes of Transac- 
tions now remaining on hand is as follows: —of Vol. I. 41, of Vol, 
II. 9, of Vol. IIL. 32, of Vol. IV. 7, of Vol. V. 316, of Vol. VI. 66, 
of Vol. VII. 120, of Vol. VIII. 351; that some of the leading 
journals abroad have expressed a strong desire to complete their 
sets, and it rests with the Association to determine whether the 
missing numbers shall be supplied ; that, as only seven complete 
sets of the Transactions are now in the possession of the Associ- 
ation, the committee recommend that no copy of either of the eight 
volumes which is necessary to the complete sets now remaining shall 
be disposed of separately, or with any number of volumes of a com- 
plete set. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., made some remarks upon the report, in the 
course of which he stated that the Smithsonian Institution had been 
offered as a permanent place of session for the Association. He 
concluded by moving that the committee on Publication preserve 
five complete sets of the proceedings. Carried. 

Dr. Wood, of Philadelphia, moved to refer the nomination of 
standing committees to the committee on Nominations. Carried. 

The same gentleman made a request, in behalf of Dr. Hamilton, 
that the committee of which Dr. H. is chairman may be continued 
for another year, it not being prepared to report at present. Granted. 

Dr. Breckenridge, of Ky., stated that the committee on Medical 
Literature was ready to report. 

The President suggested that the reading of the report follow 
that of the report of Dr. Gross, which had been made the special 
order for Wednesday, at 10 A. M. 

Dr. Palmer, of Chicago, stated that the committee on Plan of 
Organization for State and County Medical Societies was ready to 
report. 

Dr. Pomeroy, of N. Y., moved to reconsider the resolution re- 
quiring a member, when speaking, to stand upon the platform, and 
not to occupy more than ten minutes in his remarks. Lost. 

Dr. Smith, of N. J., moved that that portion of the resolution 
requiring members, when speaking, to take the stand, be rescinded. 
Carried. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., moved to refer the prize essay of Dr. Harts- 
horne, on Arterial Circulation, and the report of Dr. Blatchford, on 
Hydrophobia, to the committee on Publication. Carried. 

Dr. Wistar, of Pa., the Treasurer, read his annual report. It 
recommends that the Treasurer be requested, at an early date after 
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the adjournment of the present meeting, to address a circular to 
each permanent member, announcing the abrogation of the resolu- 
tion of 1854—making a yearly subscription to the Transactions obli- 
gatory—and the consequent restoration to membership of all those 
dropped from the published list of that year—advertising, also, the 
practicability of procuring back numbers of the Transactions, with 
information as to the cost at which the series of volumes may be 
rendered complete, or an entire set furnished by the Association. 

The report was accepted, and referred to the committee on Pub- 
lication. 

Dr. McNulty, of the New York Academy of Medicine, offered a 
resolution, that a committee of one from each State be appointed by 
the committee on Nominations, to prepare and report to the Associ- 
ation, during the present session, an address to the people of the 
United States, setting forth the strong claims the medical profession 
have on their respect, gratitude and confidence. 

Dr. McNulty explained the purpose for which he offered the reso- 
lution. Many people, he said, had a prejudice against the medical 
profession for holding to the dignities of their calling, and enter- 
tained the idea that the science of medicine was a collection of ab- 
surdities and superstitions. He wanted to show clearly that this is 
not the fact, and in this view he thought the address proposed would 
have a beneficial effect. 

Dr. Kittredge moved to amend the resolution by making it read 
that every member of the Association should take the stump and 
defend the cause. 

After a few other remarks the resolution was withdrawn. 

Dr. Gunn, of Mich., reported the following names of members by 
invitation: ——Dr. P. N. Curtis, of Tecumseh, Mich., proposed by 
Dr. M. A. Patterson, of Tecumseh; Dr. C. West, proposed by Dr. 
Z. Pitcher, of Detroit; Dr. James Bronson, of Newton Falls,-Ohio, 
proposed by Dr. Thomas W. Gordon, delegate from the Ohio Medi- 
cal Society ; Dr. Benjamin Stanton, of Salem, Ohio, proposed by 
Dr. Geo. Mendenhall, of Cincinnati; Dr. Eames, of Ohio, proposed 
by Dr. Stockwell; Dr. N. K. Maniates, of Marshall, proposed by 
Dr. M. Gunn, of Detroit. The report was adopted. 

The President read a communication from Dr. Stille, chairman of 
the committee appointed last year to consider the subject of extend- 
ing the lectures of each chair in medical schools over a period of 
two years, stating that the views of medical institutions had as yet 
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been imperfectly ascertained, and asking a continuance of the com. 
mittee. Granted. 

Dr. Watson of N. Y., moved that the committee on Epidemics 
meet immediately after the adjournment. Agreed to. 

The President read an invitation to the Association to attend the 
session of the American Association for the advancement of science, 
at Albany, in August next—at which time, also, the Dudley Obser. 
vatory will be inaugurated, and an address delivered by Hon, 
Edward Everett. The invitation was accepted. 

The Association then adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 


SECOND DAY. 


The Association was called to order by the President at 9 o’closk. 

The minutes were read, corrected and approved. 

Dr. Wistar, of Pa., read the list of delegates who had registered 
their names since the last report. 

The Secretary read communications from the following gentle 
men, asking an extension of time in which to report upon the sub- 
jects named :— 

Dr. A. J. Semmes, of N. Y.—‘‘Coroners’ Inquests.’’ 

Dr. J. Taylor Bradford, of Ky.—*‘ Treatment of Cholera.” 

Dr. D. M. Reese, of N. Y.—‘‘ Infant Mortality.” 

Dr. E. R. Peaslee, of Me.—‘‘ Inflammation, &c.”’ 

Dr. J. W. Corson, of N. Y.—‘‘The Causes of the Impulse of the 
Heart, and the agencies which influence it in health and disease.” 

Dr. Mark Stephenson, of N. Y.—*‘ The treatment best adapted to 
each variety of Cataract, with the method of operation, place of 
election, time, age, &c.”” 

Dr. Beech, of Mich.—* Medical Topography and Epidemics.” 

Dr. J. C. Hutchinson, of N. Y.--‘The Anatomy and Histology 
of the Cervix Uteri.”’ 

Referred to committee on nominations. 

The Secretary announced that he had received the following reso- 
lution, adopted at the last meeting of the New York State Medical 
Society :— 

Resolved, That the members of the American Medical Associa- 


tion be invited to attend the semi-centennial celebration of this Soci- 
ety, which will occur on the first Tuesday of February, 1857. 


The invitation was accepted. 





. 


1856. } American Medical Association. 477 


The Secretary read the following communication, dated April 7, 
1856, from the Secretary of the Ohio State Medical Society :— 
Sir—At the annual meeting of this Society, held in June last, at 


Zanesville, Ohio, the following resolutions were adopted, and I was 
directed to furnish you with a copy of the same :— 


Resolved, That the resolution offered by Dr. Grant, (a member of 
this Society, but not at this or that time a practitioner of medicine, 
but a lawyer,) at the last session of this society, viz: ‘‘That it is 
not derogatory to medical dignity, or inconsistent with medical 
honor, for medical gentlemen to take out a patent right for surgical 
or mechanical instruments,” was offered at a time when many mem- 
bers had left for their homes, and is not, therefore, the sense of the 

jety: - 
Oo ined, That the said resolution is in direct opposition to the 
code of medical ethics adopted by this society; and, therefore, be it 
further 

Resolved, That said resolution, offered by Dr. Grant, and adopted 
by the society, be and is hereby rescinded. 

The communication was ordered to be placed upon the minutes. 

The Secretary read a communication from Dr. Hamilton, of Buf- 
falo, N. Y., transmitting the second part of a report upon Deform- 
ities after Fracture and Dislocations, and asking for a correction of 
the minutes of last session in regard thereto. Dr. H. also asked 
that he be permitted to incorporate, in a volume upon the subject 
he is preparing for publication, that portion of the report already 
published by the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie, of Mich., the minutes were amended. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., offered a resolution that the request of Dr. H., 
in regard to the publication of the report, be granted. 

Dr. Lindsley, of Tenn., opposed the resolution. A similarrequest 
was denied at the session of the Association held at St. Louis. 

Dr. Palmer, of Ill., moved to refer the matter to a special com- 
mittee. Carried. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. Palmer, of IIL, 
Atlee, of Pa., and Hills, of Ohio. 

The following gentlemen were admitted as members, by invitation, 
of the Association: Drs. Edward Cox and 8. B. French, of Battle 
Creek, Mich., introduced by Dr. Gunn ; Dr. O’Donohue, of Battle 
Creek, introduced by Dr. Coates; Dr. G. W. Carhartt, of Wayne, 
N. Y., introduced by Dr. Cone; Dr. 8. A. Scott, of Woodstock, 
C. W., introduced by Dr. Stewart ; Drs. E. R. Thornton, of Belle- 
ville, Mich., Holly, of Shiawassee, Mich., Foster, of Unadilla, 
Mich., and W. H. Stevens, of Mich., introduced by Dr. Denton ; 
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Dr. Thos. M. Franklin, of Lafayette Ind., introduced by Dr. Rock- 
well. 

Dr. Gunn, of Michigan, moved that those gentlemen from Can- 
ada, who are here by general invitation, be admitted in @ body, and 
be requested to take seats on the platform during this morning’s 
session. Carried. 

The following gentlemen complied with the invitation : 

Dr. E. M. Hodder, F. R. 8. Eng., Prof. of Midwifery and Dis. 
eases of Children, Trinity eer Toronto. 

Dr. J. H. Richardson, M. R. C.S. Eng., Examiner in Anatomy, 
University of Toronto. 

Dr. Norman Bethune, M. R. OC. 8. Eng., Prof. of Anatomy, Trin- 
ity College, Toronto, C. W. 

Dr. Worthy Haswell, M. R. C. 8. of Eng. 

Dr. A. K. Dewson, College Physicians and Surgeons, New York, 
Licentiate of Providence, of the Canadas. 

Dr. Geo. Coatsworth, Medical Department University of Buffalo, 
Licentiate of the Province of the Canadas. 

Dr. John Tarquand, Woodstock, C. W. 


In receiving them upon the platform, the President, Dr. Pitcher, 
said he was happy to be the instrument of celebrating the nuptials 
by which we effect a scientific reunion of the two members of the 
Anglo-Saxon race, which have so long been separated by the polit- 
ical relations having their origin in the separation of the American 
colonies from the English crown. 

Dr. Hodder, in behalf of his Canadian brethren, thanked the As- 
sociation for the courtesy and kindness extended to them. 

Dr. Sutton, of Ky., offered a resolution that 1,000 copies of the 
address of the late President, Dr. Wood, be published. Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. J. B. Lindsley, of Tenn., 

Resolved, That a coramittee of three be oor by the Chair, 
to prepare a suitable minute in reference to the death of our late 
Secretary, Dr. P. C. Gooch, of Richmond, Va., who fell a martyr 
while contending with the pestilence in Norfolk, in 1855. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. Lindsley, of 
Tenn., Thomson, of Del., and Mendenhall, of Ohio. 

Dr. Gross, of Ky., from committee appointed the day previous, 
reported the following preamble and resolutions relative to the death 
of Dr. J. C. Warren, of Boston: 

Wuereas, It has pleased Almighty God to remove from the 
scene of his earthly labors our late fellow-member, Dr. John 0. 
Warren, of Boston, formerly President of this Association, and for 
many years Professor of Anatomy and Surgery in Harvard Uni- 
versity ; 
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Axp wHereas, It is just and eo that, when a great and good 
man dies, his memory should be cherished by his fellow-citizens, 
and transmitted unimpaired to posterity for the encouragement of 
future ages ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Association has learned with profound regret 
the news of an event which has deprived the American medical 
profession of one of its oldest, most useful, and most illustrious 
members—American surgery one of its greatest ornaments—science 
one of its best friends—and humanity one of its noblest benefactors. 

Resolved, That the life of Dr. John C. Warren affords an exam- 

le of a man who, notwithstanding the possession of ample riches, 
devoted himself, heart and soul, for upwards of half a century, to 
the cultivation and advancement of his profession, and to the good 
of the human race. 

Resolved, That this association deeply sympathizes with the family 
of Dr. Warren in their bereavement, and that the Secretary be 
requested to transmit to them a copy of these proceedings. 

The preamble and resolutions were adopted and referred to the 
committee on Publication. . 

Dr. Gross of Ky., read a report on “ The Causes which impede 
the Progress of American Medical Literature.” In conclusion, he 
submitted the following resolutions : 


Resolved, That this Association earnestly and respectfully recom- 
mends: Ist. The universal adoption, whenever practicable, by our 
schools, of American works, as text-books for their pupils. 2d. 
The discontinuance of the practice of editing foreign writing. 3d. 
A more independent course of the medical periodical press toward 
foreign Sommer ps and a more liberal one toward American ; and, 
4th. A better and more efficient employment of the facts which are 
continually furnished by our public institutions, for the elucida- 
tion of the nature of diseases and accidents, and, indirectly, for the 
formation of an original, a vigorous, and an independent national 
medical literature. 

Resolved, That we venerate the writings of the great medical 
men, past and present, of our country, and that we consider them 
as an important element of our national medical literature. 

Resolved, That we shall always hail with pleasure any useful or 
valuable work emanating from the European press, and that we shall 
always extend to them a cordial welcome, as books of reference, to 
acquaint us with the progress of legitimate medicine abroad, and to 
enlighten us in sigaed to any new facts of which we may be the 
repositories. 


Dr. Phelps, of New York, moved that the report and resolutions, 
as a whole, be adopted. 

At the suggestion of a member, the question was divided. The 
report was adopted. 

Upon the reading of the first resolution, a member proposed to 
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substitute ‘just ’’ for ‘“‘liberal”’ in line 8. Dr. Gross accepted the 
amendment. 

Dr. Palmer, of Ill., wished to understand the meaning of the 
word ‘ practicable,’’ as employed in the resolution (line 3). If it 
meant that an inferior work by an American author was to be used 
in our medical schools, in preference to a superior one, treating of the 
same subject, by a foreign author, he was decidedly opposed to the 
resolution. If, when the American work is equal or superior to the 
foreign one, it is to be used, then he had no objection. He alluded 
to works by eminent English and and French authors. 

Dr. Gross explained. One of the works alluded to by Dr. P., 
must of necessity be used in our medical institutions of learning, as 
there is no work by an American author on the same subject 
Foreign works should be used as books of reference, and American 
books, ‘‘ when practicable,” as text-books. 

Dr. Yandell, of Ky., moved that the resolutions be made the 
special order for Thursday morning. Lost. 

Dr. Cobb, of N. Y., was opposed to the resolutions. If adopted 
and sent out to the world——they savor too much of Know Nothing. 
ism to make them palatable. 

Dr. Leidy, of Pa., was in favor of leaving to teachers of medicine 
the selection of their own text-books. 

Dr. Davis understood there was another report touching upon the 
subject—that upon ‘‘ American Medical Literature,” by Dr. Breck- 
enridge of Ky. He moved to lay the resolutions upon the table 
until that report was read. Carried. 

The Secretary read a communication from Dr. P. A. Jewett, of 
Conn., Chairman of the committee to Procure Memoirs of the Emi- 
nent Worthy Dead. Referred to committee on Nominations. 

Dr. Breckenridge, of Ky., read a report upon American Medical 
Literature. 

On motion of Dr. Hooker, it was accepted and referred to the 
committee on Publication. 

The Association then adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


The Association was called to order by the President at 9 o’clock. 

The minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

A communication from Dr. Wroth, of Md., relative to a report 
upon the Medical Topography of the eastern shore of Maryland, 
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and one from Dr. Thomson, of Ky., relative to a report on ‘ Chlo- 
roform, was referred to the committee on Nominations. 

The Secretary read a letter from E. 8. Lemoine, of St. Lonis, 
inclosing an autograph letter from M. Dubois. 

The Secretary read a communication from J. C. Holmes, Esq., 
the Secretary of the Michigan State Agricultural Society, presenting, 
to the Association twenty-five copies of the Transactions of the 
Society for 1853, and also the same number of the Transactions for 
1854. 

Dr. Brodie, of Mich., moved that the thanks of the Association 
be returned therefor, and that one copy be presented to each State 
represented. Carried. 

On motion, Dr. McGugin, of Iowa, was appointed a member 
from that State of the Committee of Nominations. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., 

Resolved, That the President shall be authorized annually to 
appoint delegates to represent this Association, at the meetings of 


the British Association, the American Medical Society of Paris, and 
such other scientific bodies in Europe as may be affiliated with us. 
Adopted. 

Dr. Gluck, of New York, offered the following : 

Wuereas, During the present year a medical congress is to be 
held in Europe ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association send to that 
congress four delegates, representing the four sections of the Union. 

Dr. Davis, of Ill., thought it might be necessary and proper to 
send a greater number than four. He moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. Carried. 


Dr. Clendenin offered the following : 


Resolved, That a committee of one be appointed for a period of 
three years, with instructions to report progress at each annual meet- 
ing of this Society, to investigate the etiology and pathology of 
epidemic cholera, and that said committee be allowed to add any 
other members to the same which they think may be necessary to 
further the objects of the appointment. 

On motion, referred to the committee on Nominations. 

On motion of Dr. Mendenhall of Obio, 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to strike the name of 
C. H. Cleveland from the list of permanent members of this Asso- 
ciation. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., 


Resolved, That the name of James McClintock be stricken from 
the list of permanent members. 
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These expelled members were accused by the movers of the res- 
olutions of having retrograded into quackery. 

On motion of Dr. Bissell, of New York, 

Resolved, That this Association has learned with deep regret the 
death of one of its members, Dr. Theodoric Romeyn Beck, of Alba- 
ny, N. Y., whose whole life has been devoted to the attainment and 
promotion of medicine and general science, and that we do hereby 
~ express our high appreciation of the excellencies of his charater, 
distinguished by its simplicity, integrity, and firmness of purpose, 
and by the extent and variety of his acquirements in medical as 
well as in almost every other department of science. 

Resolved, That the above resolution be referred to the committee 
to Procure Memorials of the Eminent Worthy Dead, and that they 
be requested to procure a memoir of the late Dr. Beck, to be pub- 
lished in the Zransactions of the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Watson, of N. Y., laid on the table. 

Dr. Gunn of Michigan, reported the following members present 
by invitation : 

Dr. Ashley of Ypsilanti, Michigan, introduced by Dr. Brodie. Dr. 
H. F. Ewers of Union, Michigan, introduced by Dr. B. White of 
Saginaw. Dr. Alex. Ewing of Dexeter, Michigan ; introduced by 
Dr. Denton. Dr. Reynall of Dansville, New York ; introduced by 
Dr. N. W. Ely. Dr. G. F. McCarthy of Indiana ; introduced by 
Dr. Davis. Dr. M. H. Andrews of Jonesville, Michigan ; introduced 
by Dr. Cone. Dr. J. R. Coates of Kalamazoo, Michigan ; introduced 
by Dr.S. Barrett. Dr. W. H. Stebbins of Saline, Michigan ; intro- 
duced by Dr. Denton. Dr. D.L. Briggs of St. Joseph county, Mich- 
igan; introduced by Dr. Robinson. 

Dr. Wistar of Pennsylvania, offered the following, which was 
adopted : 


Resolved That the invitation to gentlemen of the medical profes- 
sion of Canada, extended to them by the American Medical Asso- 
sociation at its session in Philadelphia, be renewed for the meeting 
at Nashville, Tennessee ; and that this association may be safe from 
the introduction of unsuitable persons, it is recommended that gen- 
tlemen presenting themselves from the Province of Canada should 
be provided with a letter of introduction to this association from one 
of the following gentlemen: Drs. Tarquand, A. Scott, Woodstock, 
Canada ; Drs. Hodder, Bethune, Richardson, Bonell, Haswell, Wid- 
mer, Beaumont, Herrick, of Toronto ; Drs. O’Reilly, Craiggie, Dug- 
gan, of Hamilton ; Dr. Sampson of Kingston. 

Dr. Gunn of the committee of Arrangements, stated that as sev- 
eral delegates from the east had manifested a desire to go to Buffalo 


on the magnificent steamer Western World, of the Michigan Central 
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Railroad line, the agent had kindly acceded to a request to sail her 
to Buffalo on Friday (in advance of her regular time), if a specified 
number would take passage. 

Dr. Phelps of New York, offered the following : 

Wuereas, it has pleased an All-Wise, but Inscrutable Providence 
to visit the city of Norfolk, Virginia, and vicinity, with a desolating 
pestilence, equal, or suppassing any recorded in ancient or modern 
times, and by which, in a few weeks, forty physicians, either resi- 
dents or those from abroad, who had promptly rushed to the res- 
cue, among the number of whom was our late Secretary and asso- 
ciate, Dr. Gooch of Richmond—has been swept away, therefore, 

Resolved, That such an instance of signal and unflinching devo- 
tion to the cause of science and of humanity demands at the hands 
of this national association a passing expression of their high admi- 
ration of this another memorable instance of the unparalleled sacri- 
fices of the profession to the interests of the healing art and of the 
race. 

Resolved, That this minute be incorporated in our transactions. 
Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Palmer of Illinois, Rt. Rev. Samuel A. McCos- 
ky, Episcopal Bishop of this diocese, was invited to a seat upon the 
platform. 

The like courtesy was extended to Dr. Mussey, formerly president 
of the association. 

On motion of Dr. Sheets, 

Resolved, That it is derogatory to the dignity of the medical profes- 
sion to notice the works of irregular practitioners in our medical peri- 
odicals. 

Dr. Frost of South Carolina, objected to the introduction of reso- 
lutions. He thought it irregular. Reports were the order. 

Dr. Davis of Lllinois, moved that reports be made the special 
order. Carried. . 

Dr. Watson of New York, moved to reconsider the last vote, in 
order to take up the resolutions attached to the report of Dr. Gross of 
Kentucky, upon the ‘Causes which retard American Medical Liter- 
ature.” Carried. 

The resolutions were taken up. The question being upon their 
adoption, 

Dr. Gross read extracts from his report, explained the intent of 
the resolutions, insisted upon their necessity, and advocated their 
adoption. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, was opposed to adopting any report. 
There were now before the Association two reports (the one by Dr. 
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Gross of Kentucky, and one by Dr. Breckenridge of Kentucky,) 
presenting directly adverse views. He thought both should be 
accepted and referred to the proper committee—nothing more. 

Dr. Breckenridge of Kentucky, said the point at issue is—whether 
the Association will favor the sectionalism or the universality of 
medicine. If Dr. Gross’ report and resolutions are adopted we 
decided in favor of the former. 

Dr. Cobb of New York, foresaw the difficulty that would arise in 
adopting‘Dr. Gross’ report the day previous. 

Dr. Watson of New York moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the report was adopted. Carried. 

He then moved that the report be accepted. Carried. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee of Pennsylvania, the report and resolu- 
tions of Dr. Gross, and the report of Dr. Breckenridge, upon 
‘¢ American Medical Literature,’’ were referred to the committee on 
Publication. 

Dr. Palmer of Illinois, from special committee to which was refer- 
red the communication of Dr. Hamilton, reported the following 
resolutions, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That leave be granted to Dr. F. H. Hamilton to make 
use of the materials of his report on ‘‘ Deformities after Fractures,” 
which is in course of publication by this Association, in his antici- 

ated work upon “‘ Fractures and Dislocations,’’ provided the same 
shall not be used till after the publication of the Transactions. 

Dr. A. B. Palmer, Professor in the Michigan University, from the 
committee on Plans of Organisations for State and County Medical 
Societies, presented a lengthened and able report, containing numer- 
ous useful suggestions, with outlines fur the proper organization of 
local societies, and a series of resolutions in accordance with the 
views enforced in the report. Accepted, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Publication. 

On motion, the resolutions were temporarily laid on the table for 
further action by the Convention. 

Dr. Davis of Illinois, chairman of special committee, reported on 
“The Changes in the Composition and Properties of the Milk of the 
Human Female, Produced by Menstruation and Pregnancy,” in a 
paper containing numerous valuable details of much interest to the 
profession and the public, obtained by careful examination and com- 
parison, and showing conclusively the ill effects of lactation, espe- 
cially during the latter of the periods referred to. Accepted, and 
referred to committee on Publication. 
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Dr. Charles Q. Chandler of Missouri, who was to report on ‘‘Ma- 
lignant Periodic Fevers,’”’ submitted, as a substitute, through Sec- 
retary Brodie, a paper on “ Sulphate of Cinchona,” which was 
received as a voluntary contribution, and referred to a special com- 
mittee. 

Dr. Johnson of Chicago, asked further time to report on ‘‘ Excre- 
tions,’ &c. Referred to committee on Nominations. , 

Dr. J. M. Newman of Buffalo, from committee on the Sanitary 
Police of Cities, presented an elaborate report, embracing details of 
the various estimated causes of disease in cities, as compared with 
rural localities, together with numerous valuable statistics of mor- 
tality in the largest cities of Europe and the Union, of which the 
Doctor, at the request of the Association, gave a brief verbal 
abstract. The report evidently embodies a vast mass of useful infor- 
mation, with deductions from it that city life is inimical to health and 
longevity, and arguments enforcing the urgent necessity for amelio- 
rating the sanitary condition of the populous localities of cities and 
large towns. Of diseases arising from impure air and insufficient 
ventilation, classed under the term “ zymotic,” the report stated 
that, in 1850, 40 per cent. of all the deaths in the various cities were 
of that nature. The report also embodied details of the loss of life 
from cholera, smallpox, &c., giving startling expositions of danger 
from these sources, and recommends the enactment of laws for com- 
pulsory ventilation and cleanliness, as well as for vaccination, &c. 
Accepted, and referred to committee on Publication. 

The President here requested such delegates as would prefer to 
take passage, on their return, on the Michigan Central Railroad 
Company’s steamer Western World, for Buffalo, which leaves to- 
morrow at 12 m., to signify their wishes. 

Adjourned to 2 p. m. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Association met at 2 o’clock. 

Dr. Frost of Charleston, South Carolina, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due to the 
retiring officers for the zealous and efficient manner in which their 
duties have been performed ; to our late President, for the courtesy 
and ability with which he has presided over our deliberations ; to 
all the officers, for their attention to the laborious duties of their 
stations—not excepting our committee on Publication, to whom we 
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must fee] indebted for the satisfactory form in which the volume of 
the Transactions appears. 


Dr. A. J. Fuller of Maine, chairman of the committee on the Best 
Treatment of Cholera Infantum, read a report thereon, in which he 
stated that the pathology of the disease was little understood, and 
that physicians should interchange views on the subject. 

The report was accepted and referred to committee on Publication. 

Dr. Green of New York, chairman of the committee on the Use 
and Effects of Application of Nitrate of Silver to the Throat, read a 
report thereon. He asserted that great benefits had been derived 
from tropical medication in thoracic diseases—tuberculosis, bron- 
chitis, &c. The report was accepted, and referred to the committee 
on Publication. 

Dr. Flint of Louisville, chairman of the committee on the Best 
Mode of Rendering the Medical Patronage of the National Govern- 
ment Tributary to the Honor and Improvement of the Profession, 
read a report thereon. He denounced the granting of patents by 
the United States government to quack medicines—stating, however, 
that it appears from a letter written by the present Commissioner of 
Patents, that the practice of the office has been to discourage such a 
use of its functions, and that during the past fifteen years, but four 
or five such patents have been granted, although from 20 to 30 
applications therefor have been made per year. The credit of sani- 
tary improvements, Dr. F. said, were not due to individuals, but to 
medical science. Such improvements are never discoveries or reve- 
lations, but inductions. The United States government should aid 
the great cause of medical science by making appropriations for the 
publication of the Transactions of the National Association, and by 
paying prizes for the best essays on subjects selected by that Associ- 
ation. The report was accepted, and referred to the committee on 
Publication. 

The committee on Nominations made their report. 

The President stated that Dr. Anderson of Alabama, chairman of 
committee on Medical Education, had sent in his report. It was 
accepted and referred to the committee on Publication. 

A report from Dr. Wroth of Md., on the Medical Topography and 
Epidemics on the eastern shore of Maryland, was accepted and re- 
ferred to the committee on Publication. 

A report from Dr. Cain of South Carolina, on the Epidemic of 
Yellow Fever in Charleston in 1854, was accepted, and referred to 
the committee on Publication. 
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A report from Dr. Fenner of Louisiana, on the Medical Typogra- 
phy and Epidemics of Louisiana, was accepted and referred to the 
committee on Publication. 

Secretary Brodie stated that he had received a letter from Dr. 
Dillard, U. 8. N., appointed on the committee on Medical To; ogra- 
phy and Epidemics, saying that he could not act, in consequence of 
having received no appointment as delegate to the Association from 
the Surgeon General. 

Dr. Gunn of Michigan, said three communications had been handed 
to the committee of Arrangements by the Secretaries, which they 
(the Committee) had not time to examine. He asked that a special 
committee be appointed to report on volunteer communications. 

Dr. Palmer of Illinois, offered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the volunteer communications in the hands of the 
committee of Arrangements be referred, with all other such commu- 
nications, to a special committee to be appointed by the chair, resid- 
ing at the place of publication of the Zransactions ; and if, in their 
judgment, the papers are worthy, they be referred by them to the 
committee on Publication, to go into the Transactions of the Associ- 
ation. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. A. Suille, 8. 
Jackson, and J. B. Biddle. 

The authors and titles of the volunteer communications were an- 
nounced by Secretary Brodie, as follows : 

By Dr.C Q. Chandler of Rochport, Missouri, on Sulph. Cinchona 
in Periodic Diseases. 

By Dr. Isidor Gluck, of New York, on Formation of Gun-shot 
Wounds, &c. 

By Dr. G. P. Flachenberg, on an improved Method of Applying 
Compression to the Scrotum. 

A member of the committee on a Uniform System of Registra- 
tion of Marriages, Births, and Deaths, stated that they were unable 
to make a report at present, in consequence of the death of their 
chairman, Dr. Wilson, of Conn. 

The committee on Medical Literature, for 1855, was continued 
for another year. 

Dr. Dorsey, of Ohio, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, by the American Medical Association, That the com - 
mittee on the Etiology and Pathology of Cholera be instructed to 
memorialize the Congress of the United States, requesting that 
honorable body to grant every necessary assistance which can or 
will promote the objects for which the committee has been ap- 
pointed. 
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Secretary Brodie read a communication from the Royal Medical 
and Chirurgical Society of England, thanking the American Medical 
Association for their present of the eight volumes of their Trang. 
ections. Ordered placed on file. 

Dr. Wistar, of Pa., offered the following, which was adoped : 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, to correspond with the proper officer of the Smithsonian Insti- 
stute, inquiring into the possibility of procuring a chamber in that 
institution, for the uses of this Association. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. Wistar, of Pa., 
Hall, of Washington, and J. Neill, of Pa. 

Dr. Phelps, of N. Y., offered the following, which were adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due, and are 
hereby tendered, to the Fire Department of the city of Detroit, 
for the gratuitous use of their large and commodious hall, so 
amply furnishing to us accommodation for the convenient trans- 
action of business. 

Resolved, That the urbane deportment and elegant hospitalities of 
the profession and of private individuals, as well as the polite atten- 
tions of citizens generally, demand of this Association a high appre- 
ciation of the cultivated manners of this city of the West, and 
which has tended greatly to enhance the pleasure of the session 
here of the delegates from abroad. 


The Association adjourned till 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


LAST DAY. 


The Association was called to order by the President at 9 o’clock. 

The minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Dr. Palmer, of Ill., moved that Dr. Coolidge, U. 8. A., be sub- 
stituted in the place of Dr. Finley, U. 8. A., as a member of the 
committee on Medical Topography and Epidemics. Dr. P. said he 
made the motion by request. Carried. 

The following additional members (present by invitation) were 
reported: Dr. Sanders, of Monrve, Mich., introduced by Dr. 
Rice; Dr. R. K. Rogers, Suspension Bridge, N. Y., introduced by 
Dr. Brodie ; Dr. Dwight Nims, Calhoun county, Mich., introduced 
by Dr. Gunn. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., offered the following, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That all voluntary communications hereafter presented 
to the Association shall be referred to a special committee, to be 
appointed by the President on the first day of each annual meeting, 
whose duty it shall be to examine such communications and report 
upon the propriety of their presentation and reference to the com- 
mittee of Publication. 
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Dr. Lindsley, of Tenn., from the special committee appointed the 
day previous, reported the following preamble and resolutions : 

Wuzreas, The exhibition of high courage and of self-sacrificing 
devotion to the good of others is ever honorable to a profession by 
whose members it is manifested, and worthy of their remembrance 
and emulation ; therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of P. Claiborne Gooch, of Richmond, 
Va., who nobly volunteered his services during the pestilence at 
Norfolk, we recognize a loss to this Association, the profession, and 
the country. His arduous and successful labors as Secretary of the 
meetings at Charleston and Richmond, merited the regard of this 
Association. The zeal, ability, and industry manifested by him as 
founder and editor of the Stethoscope—the first medical periodical 
established in the State of Virginia—showed his devotion to the 
cause of medical progress and activity, and the manner of his death 

ave signal evidence that he was one of whom his country might 
well be proud. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted by the 
Secretary to the relatives of the late Dr. Gooch. 

The resolutions were adopted, and had the usual reference. 

On motion of Dr. Palmer of IIl., 


Resolved, That the committee on Registration have leave now to 
present a partial report, which is hereby referred to the committee 
on Publication. . 

Dr. Denton, of Mich., offered the following: 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed whose duty it 
shall be to enlist some enterprising publisher to aid in collecting and 
arranging material for an American Medical Directory. 

On motion of Dr. Watson, of N. Y., laid on the table. 

Dr. Leidy, of Pa., offered the following : 

Wuerzas, It is the object of this Association, in the award of 
prizes for communications on subjects appertaining to medical 
science, to encourage the progress of the latter; and as this result 
cannot be bettter attained than through original investigation and 
Discovery— 

Resolved, That hereafter an annual prize of dollars be 
awarded for the best memoir or essay founded on original investi- 
gations of the author; and in case of no memoir or essay being 
presented worthy of such award, the prize money to be appropri- 
ated towards the expense of publishing and illustrating such 
memoirs as may be subsequently deemed worthy of an award. 

The resolutions, together with the suggestions of the committee 
on Prize Essays,, as to whether any means can be devised to cause 
an increase of the number of essays presented, were referred to a 
special committee, consisting of Drs. Leidy, Wood, and C. D. 
Meigs, of Pa. 

46 
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The Secretary read.an invitation to the Association to attend the 
next annual meeting of the Massachusetts State Medical Association. 
Accepted. 

Dr. R. K. Smith offered the following : 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to report to the 
next meeting of the American Medical Association a classification 
of those diseases which involve a derangement of the mental man- 
ifestations. 

Adopted, and Dr. Smith appointed chairman of said committee, 
with power to ehoose his associates. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, 

Resolved, That the committee on Publication be requested to 
transmit annually to the Epidemiological Society of London, a copy 
of our Transactions. 

On motion of Dr. Gunn, of Mich., 


Resolved, That any new medical institution not heretofore repre- 
sented in this body be required to transmit to the Secretary, with 
the credentials of its delegates, evidence of its existence, capacity, 
and good standing. Approved. 

Dr. Phelps, of N. Y., offered a preamble and resolution relative 
to the relation existing between medicine and religion. Laid on the 
table. 

Dr. McGugin offered the following : 


Resoived, That a special committee be appointed to report on the 
subject of ‘‘ Stomatitis Materia.” 


Adopted, and Dr. McGugin appointed chairman of such com- 
mittee. ’ 

On motion of Dr. Baily, of Ill., Dr. Davis, of Chicago, was 
requested to continue his observation on the changes produced in 
the composition and qualities of milk by pregnancy and menstrua- 
tion ; also, the best substitute for the mother’s milk when weaning 
becomes necessary ; and report at the next meeting of the Associs- 
tion. 

A report from the committee on Railroads, &c., was read, and 
the same committee continued to the next meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Smith, of N. J., the resolutions of Dr. Palmer, 
offered the day previous, were taken from the table and referred to 
the committee on Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., the thanks of the Association 
were returned to those railroads that had evinced a liberality in con- 
veying delegates to and from the Association. 
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On motion of Dr. Palmer, of IIl., 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association be presented to the 
press of the city of Detroit, who have taken so much interest in 
reporting the proceedings of this meeting. 

The Association then adjourned to meet in Nashville, Tenn., in 
1857. 


Proposed Amendments to the Constitution. 


Proposed amendments to the constitution being in order, Dr. 
Smith moved that the proposition to amend by providing that “‘ any 
member who omits to pay for the published Transactions for three 
successive years shall be considered as withdrawn,”’ be laid upon 
the table until the next annual meeting of the Association. Car- 


ried. 

Dr. Bloodgood, of Ill., offered the following: 

Resolved, That the constitution of this Association be so amended 
as that hereafter the President shall be elected by ballot, and shall 
not be resident of the State in which he is elected. 

Dr. Stocker, of Pa., offered the following amendments to the con- 
stitution : 

Amend article 3 so that it shall read: ‘ Article 3. The regular 
meetings of the Association shall be held annually, and commence 
onthe first Tuesday of May. The Association shall meet bienni- 
ally in the city of ——. The place of meeting for the immediate 
year shall be determined by a vote of the Association.” 

Amend article a for one permanent and two assist- 
ant secretaries, and specifying the duties, &c., of each. 

Laid on the table under the rule. 

Dr. Dorsey, of Ohio, offered the following : 

Resolved, That in May, 1858, and every third year thereafter, 
this Association meet at Washington City, and that the present 
officers be requested to correspond with the Board of Managers of 
the Smithsonian Institute, in regard to furnishing necessary rooms 
for the keeping of the archives of the Association. 


Laid on the table under the rule. 


Report of the Commitiee on Nominations. 


The Nominating committee beg leave to make the following 
report : 

For Chairman of special committees for 1857 : 

Dr. E. R. Peaslee, of Brunswick, Me., on Inflammation, its Pa- 
thology and its Relation to the Recuperative Process. 

Dr. J. C. Hutchinson,, of Brooklyn, N. Y., and Chafles E. 
Isaacs, of New York city, on the Anatomy and Histology of the 
Cervix Uteri. 
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Dr. J. Taylor Bradford, of Augusta, Ky., on the Treatment of 
Cholera. 

Dr. Mark Stephenson, of N. Y., on the Treatment best adapted to 
each Variety of Cataract, with the Method of Operation. Place of 
Election, Time, Age, &c. 

Dr. J. W. Corson, of N. Y., on the Causes of the Impulse of 
the Heart, and the Agencies which Influence it in Health and Dis. 
ease. 

Dr. D. Meredith Reese, of N. Y., on the Causes of Infant Mor. 
tality in Large Cities, the Source of its Increase, and the Means for 
its Diminution. 

Dr. J. Foster Jenkins, of Yonkers, N. Y., on Spontaneous Um. 
bilical Hemorrhage of the Newly Born. 

Dr. Henry Carpenter, of Lancaster, Pa., on the Use of Instrm- 
ments in Obstetrical Practice. 

Dr. Alex. J. Semmes, of Washington, D. C., on the Measures to 
be Adopted to Remedy the Evils Existing in the Present Mode of 
Holding Coroner’s Inquests. 

Dr. J. Marion Sims, of New York city, on the Treatment of the 
Results of Obstructed Labor. 

Dr. J. B. Flint, of Louisville, Ky., on the True Position and 
Value of Operative Surgery as a Therapeutic Agent. 

Dr. G. Volney Dorsey, of Piqua, Ohio, on the Causes and Cure 
of Indigestion, especially in Relation to the Therapeautic Indica. 
tions to be derived from the Chemical Composition of the Deposits 
in the Urine. 

Dr. C. B. Coventry, of Utica, N. Y., on the Medical Jurispru- 
dence of Insanity, and the Testimony of Skilled Witnesses in Courts 
of Justice. 

Dr. Jos. Leidy, of Philadelphia, Pa., on Human, Animal, and 
Vegetable Parasites. 

Dr. M. D. Darnell, of Bainbridge, Ind., on the Value of a Strict 
Attention to Position in the Treatment of Diseases of the Abdomen. 

Dr. George Sutton, of Aurora Ind., on Milk Sickness. 

Dr. Clark J. Pease, of Janesville, Wis., on the Blending and 
Conversion of the Types of Fever. 

Dr. B. 8. Woodsworth, of Fort Wayne, Ind., on the best Substi- 
tute for Cinchona and its Preparations in the Treatment of Inter- 
mittent Fever and Malarious Neuralgia. 

Dr. Franklin Hinkle, of Marietta, Pa., on the use of Cinchona in 
Malarious diseases. 

Dr. Henry VY. Campbell, of Augusta, Ga., on the Nervous Sys- 
tem in Febrile Diseases. 

Dr. John Neill, of Philadelphia, Pa., on the Laws Governing the 
Deposit of Bone. 

r. John W. Greene, of N. Y. city, on the Intimate Effects of 
Certain Toxicological Agents in the Animal Tissues and Fluids. 

Dr. George Suckley, U. 8. A., on the Medical Topography and 

Fauna of Washington Territory. 
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Dr. Jas. Cooper, Hoboken, N. J., on the Flora of Washington 
and Oregon Territories. 

Dr. Chas. E. Isaacs, of N. Y., on the Intimate Structure and the 
Pathology of the Kidney. 

Dr. Israel Moses, of New York city, on the Diseases Incidental to 
Europeans from Temperate Climes in their Transition through Cen- 
tral America. 

Dr. T. W. Gordon, of Georgetown, Brown county, O., on the 
Etiology and Pathology of Epidemic Cholera, to be continued three 
years, and with power to add any other members. 

Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Chicago, on the Excretions as an Index to 
the Organic Changes going on in the System. 

Dr. D. D. Thompson, of Louisville, on the Remedial Effects of 
Chloroform. 

To fill vacancies in the committee on Medical Topography and 
Epidemics : 

New Hampshire—Dr. V. P. Fitch, of Amherst. 

California—Dr. Robert Murray, of Fort Miller. 

To fill vacancies in the committee upon a Uniform System of Reg- 
istration of Marriages, Births and Deaths: 

Vermont—Dr. Adrian T. Woodward, of Castleton. 

Connecticut—Dr. Wm. B. Casey, of Middletown. 

Virginia—Dr. R. W. Haxall, of Richmond. 

California—Dr. Arthur R. Stout, of San Francisco. 

They recommended the continuance of the “committee to Pro- 
cure Memorials of the Eminent and Worthy Dead,” and that the 
report, as far as prepared, be referred to the committee on Publi- 
cation. 

Sranpine Commirrzes.—Committee on Publication—Drs. Francis 
G. Smith, of Pa., Chairman; Caspar Wistar, of Pa. ; Samuel L. 

Hollingsworth, of Pa.; Samuel Lewis, of Pa.; H. F. Askew, of 
Del. ; Wm. Brodie, of Mich.; R. C. Foster, of Tenn. 

Commitiee on Prize Essays—Drs. Wm. K. Bowling, of Tenn., 
Chairman ; E. B. Haskins, of Tenn. ; Thomas Lipscomb, of Tenn. ; 
A. H. Buchanan, of Tenn.; B. W. Avent, of Tenn. ; W. A. Cheat- 
ham, of Tenn.; Paul F. Eve, of Tenn. 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. C. K. Winston, of Tenn., 
Chairman ; Ira Conwell, of Tenn.; William D. Haggart, of Tenn. ; 
J. L. C. Johnson, of Tenn. ; F. A. Ramsay, of Tenn.; Geo. Grant, 
of Tenn. ; J. B. Lindsley, of Tenn. 

On Medical Education—Drs. E. Geddings, of 8. C., Chairman ; 
C. W. Le Boutillier, of Minnesota ; G. F. Mitchell, of Ohio; S. W. 
Clanton, of Ala.; S. W. Butler, of N. J. 

On Medical Literature—Drs. R. Hills, of Ohio, Chairman; D. 
W. Yandell, of Ky.; R. R. Porter, of Del. ; H. A. Johnson, of Ill. ; 
Charles E. Swan, of Maine. 


There were present at the meeting of the Association about 300 
members, the committee on Nominations representing twenty States. 





PART THIRD. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES AND REVIEWS. 


The Principles and Practice of Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery, 
By T. Warton Jonzs, F. R. 8, Professor of Ophthalmic Medi. 
cine and Surgery in University College, London, etc., with one 
hundred and ten illustration ; second American edition, with addi- 
tions, from the second and revised London edition. Philadelphia: 
Blanchard & Lea, pp. 409, 1856. For sale by Riley & Co. 
This excellent manual is already well known to the American pro- 

fession, Dr. Hays having edited a former edition. The present has 
been superintended by Dr. Hartshorne, and he has very properly 
taken the liberty to introduce some occasional short notes in rela 
tion to details of treatment, in which the experience of Philadelphia 
seemed to him to differ from that of Lendon. Dr. Hartshorne’s ad- 
ditions are enclosed in brackets, and have been placed in the body of 
the page, in order to avoid, as much as possible, the accumulation 
of foot notes. The notes of Dr. H. are founded on his observations 
in Eye Infirmaries on both sides of the Atlantic ; and especially on 
his personal familiarity with the subjects treated of for many years 
past in the Will’s Hospital, one of the oldest and largest Eye In- 
firmaries of our country. 

The author has aimed to produce a work on disease of the eye 
which would serve at once as a text-book for students, and a book of 
reference for practitioners. Any one looking through the present edi- 
tion will be surprised to see how well he has executed his purpose. 
Principles of pathology are condensed, but perspicuously stated ; 
the treatment, too, seems to be shorn of everything like redundancy. 
Indeed, the book is a very accurate and good digest of Ophthalmic 
Surgery and Medicine, and cannot fail to commend itself to patron- 


age. 
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Atlas of Cutaneous Diseases. By J. Moorz Neuican,M.D., E. D. I. 
N., M. R. I. A., Honorary Doctor of Medicine, Trinity College, 
Dublin ; Fellow of the King and Queen’s College of Physicians 
in Ireland ; Hon. Fellow of the College of Physicians of Sweden ; 
Lecturer on the Practice of Medicine in the Dublin School of 
Med., etc., ete. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lee, 1856. [For 
sale by Riley & Co.] 

The chief object of the author, in the publication of this book of 
Plates of Cutaneous Eruptions, is to supply the student and junior 
practitioner with a work moderate in size, and cheap in price. Dif- 
ficulties more than the author anticipated, have been experienced in 
getting that faithfulness in representation and accuracy of finish which 
would make the work a reliable guide. To secure accuracy, the 
Daguerreotype has been employed as a means of aiding the artist 
in accurately reducing the figures and retaining the exact proportions 
between the size of the eruption and the part of the body affected. 

The arrangement is such as the author has adopted in his ‘“Trea- 
tise on Diseases of the Skin;” and the letter-press given with the 
plates consist of a short description of each figure, with a reference 
for an account of the disease to the chapter and page of the book in 
which it is fully described. Nevertheless, the plates may be used 
without any other treatise on diseases of the skin. 

The work is made up of sixteen plates, lithographed by T. Sin- 
clair, and printed in colors by the house of Blanchard & Lea. 

Nothing is often more difficult than the diagnosis of diseases of the 
skin, and hitherto, the only works containing illustrations, have been 
at rather inconvenient prices—prices, indeed, that prevented gen- 
eral use. The work before us, therefore, will supply a want long 
felt, and minister to a more perfect acquaintance with the nature and 
treatment of a very frequent and troublesome form of disease. 

It would be useless to attempt a synopsis of the plates. Every 
form of skin disease understood by the profession is figured and 
described ; plate 16, for example is made up of magnified represen- 
tations of several parasites, the Acarus scabei, the Steatozoon Folliculo- 
rum, the Microsporon mentagrophytes, Achorion Schonleinii, etc. 

The house engaged in laying this work before the. profession 
deserves thanks as well as patronage for the truthful finish of the 
plates. 
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The Action of Medicines in the System; or, On the Mode in which 
Therapeutic Agents introduced into the Stomach produce their pecu- 
liar effects on the Animal Economy. Being the Prize Essay to 
which the Medical Society of London, awarded the Fothergillian 
Gold Medal for 1852. By Freperick Writ1am Heap.anp, M.B,, 
B. A., F. L. 8., M. R. C. &, ete. Second American, from the 
second revised and enlarged London edition. Philadelphia: 
Lindsay & Blakiston, 1856. 


The first edition of this very popular essay having been for some 
time out of print, the author has prepared a second, and in doing 
this he has made such additions to the present as the rapid devel. 
opments of Therapeutic science seemed to make proper. 

In a previous number of the Journal, we published a short notice 
of the former edition of this little work, and, therefore, consider 
that it is unnecessary at present to add even a word in the wuy of 
commendation. No work has emanated of late from the press 
which has been received, both at home and abroad, with more favor. 
The following are some of the propositions of the author : 


Proposition I.—That the great majority of medicines must obtain 
entry into the blood, or internal fluids of the body, before their ac- 
tion can be manifested. 


Proposition II.—That the great majority of medicines are capa- 
ble of solution in the gastric or intestinal secretions, and pass with- 
out material change, by a process of absorption, through the coats 
of the stomach and intestines, to enter the capillaries of the portal 
system of veins. 


Prorosition III.—That those medicines which are completely 
insoluble in water, and in the gastric and intestinal juices, cannot 
gain entrance into the circulation. 


Proposition IV.—That some few remedial agents act locally on 
the mucus surface, either before absorption, or without being ab- 
sorbed at all. That they are chiefly as follows : 

a. Irritant Emetics. 

b. Stomach Anesthetics. 

ec. Irritant Cathartics. 

Proposition V.—That the medicine, when in the blood, must 
permeate the mass of the circulation, so far as may be required to 
reach the parts on which it tends to act. 

That there are two possible exceptions to this rule : 

a. The production of sensation or pain at a distant point. 

b. The production of muscular contraction at a distant point. 

Proposition VI—That while in the blood the medicine may un- 
dergo changes, which in some cases may, in others may not, affect 
its influence. That these changes may be 

a. Of Combination. 

b. Of Reconstruction. 

c. Of Decomposition. 
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Provosttion VII.—That a first class of medicines, called Heema- 
tics, act while in the blood, which they influence. That their action 
is permanent. 

1. That of these, some called Restoratives, act by supplying, or 
causing to be supplied, a material wanting ; and may remain in the 
blood. 

2. That others, called Catalytics, act so as to counteract a morbid 
material or process ; and must pass out of the body. 


Proposition VIII.—That a second class of medicines, called 
Neurotics, act by passing from the blood to the nerves or nerve- 
centres, which they influence. That they are transitory in action. 

1. That of these, some called Stimulants, act so as to exalt ner¥- 
ous force, in general or in particular. 


2. That others called Narcotics, act so as first to exalt nervous 
force, and then to depress it, and have also a special influence on 
the intellectual part of the brain. 


3. That others again, called Sedatives, act so as to depress nerv- 
ous force, in general or particular. 


Proposition IX.—That a third class of medicines called Astrin- 
gents, act by passing from the blood to muscular fibre, which they 
excite to contraction. 


Proposttion X.—That a fourth class of medicines called Elimin- 
atives, act by passing out of the blood through the glands, which 
they excite to the performance of their functions. 


Physical Exploration and Diagnosis of Diseases Affecting the Respira- 
tory Organs. By Austin Fut, M. D., Prof. of the Theory and 
Practice of Medicine in the University of Louisville ; Honorary 
Member of the Medical Society of Virginia, and of the Kentucky 
State Medical Society. Philadelphia. Blanchard & Lea, 1856, 
pp. 628. 

This book has been on our table for some time, and we have de- 
ferred noticing it in order to get an opportunity to do so at some 
length—our limits, however, are still such as to allow of but a very 
few remarks. 

The work is a digest of what has been brought to the attention of 
the profession by Laennec, Walshe, Barth and Roger, Stokes, 
Fournet, Gerhard, Williams, Skoda, Bouditch, Bennet, etc., besides 
it embraces the observations of the author, which he has been prose- 
cuting with industry for a number of years, and which, from time to 
time, in some form or other, have been laid before the public. 
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The arrangement of the subjects discussed is easy, natural, such 
as to present the facts in the most forcible light. While the author 
has avoided being tediously minute or diffuse, he has, nevertheless, 
fully amplified the more important points. In this respect, indeed, 
his labors will take precedence, and be the means of inviting to this 
useful department a more general attention. 

The author, we notice, has introduced some innovations in nomen- 
clature. For rude or rough respiration, he proposes broncho-vesicular, 
and the use of the terms, vesiculo-tympanitic resonance, applied to a 
percussion-sound, combining the tympanitic and vesicular qualities, 
and broncho-cavernous respiration denoting a mixture of the caver- 
nous and bronchial modifications of the respiratory sound. 

If we had the room to make an analysis of this book, to prove 
the assertion, we would say, that as a manual for the practitioner, 
and especially the junior physician, it is superior to any in the Eng- 
lish language. 

We give the following as a sample of the author’s own contribu- 
tions : 


“Diminished vesicular resonance, with or without tympanitic sonor- 
ousness, in the different forms of disease thus characterized, is ascer- 
tained by contrasting the two sides of the chest ; for fortunately the 
laws governing pulmonary affections do not conflict with making one 
side a standard of comparison by which to estimate the deviations 
from health on the other side. With very few exceptions, in cases 
of pulmonary diseases, attended by alterations in the healthy reso- 
nance on percussion, either the affection is confined to one side, or is 
more advanced on one side than on the other. This would almost 
seem to be an express provision for facility of diagnosis. In by far 
the greater proportion of cases occurring in practice, in which the 
resonance on one side is diminished from a morbid cause, the fact is 
determined without difficulty. The disparity between correspond- 
ing points on the two sides is sufficiently obvious to be easily recog- 
nized. Occasionally, a delicate comparison is necessary. This is 
sometimes the case in the early stage of phthisis, when the morbid 
deposit is in the form of small disseminated tubercles. To appreciate 
a slight difference which may be significant of the small physical 
change, that has as yet taken place, observing all the precautions 
that have been pointed out, and repeating on corresponding points 
at the summit of the chest, a succession of strokes as equal in every 
respect as possible, the sound elicited on the two sides is to be com- 
pared as respect intensity, vesicular quality, pitch and duration. My 
observations have led me to regard attention to pitch, as particularly 
useful, in cases in which delicacy of discrimination is required. A 
variation in pitch by one who has what is called a ‘‘ musical ear,’’ is 
more easily recognized, than a slight disparity in amount of resonance; 
and in some instances the former may be distinguishable without 
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difficulty, when the latter is inappreciable. In cases, therefore, of 
suspected tuberculosis, it is ve pa to compare the sounds on the 
two sides as if they were musical notes, in order to determine whether 
they are in unison, or differ in their diatonic relation to each other. 
A difference in pitch may then be the only discoverable evidence of 
dissimilarity, and, in connection with other signs and symptoms, may 
be entitled to considerable weight in the diagnosis. The importance 
of attention to the pitch of percussion-sounds with a view to greater 
nicety and accuracy of discrimination, seems to me not to have been 
sufficiently appreciated by most writers on the subject of physical 
exploration. A late writer, indeed, whose views have attracted 
much attention, declares that variations in this respect are of little 
value in practice. It is worthy of remark, that in the classification 
of percussion-sounds by Auenbrugger, variations in this respect, 
occupied the first rank, although with reference to this point, he was 
misapprehended by his translator and commentator Corvisart, a fact 
which may perhaps serve to account for its having been subsequent- 
ly overlooked by others. 

In estimating the diagnostic value of a ant disparity in the 
sounds elicited by percussion on the summit of the chest, the fact 
that in but a small proportion of instances is there perfect corres- 
pondence in persons presumed to be in perfect health, and whose 
chests do not exhibit any apparent deviation from symmetry, is to 
be borne in mind. The rule found by observation to govern the 
differences compatible with health and good conformation, also has 
a very important practical bearing in diagnosis, viz: in the great 
majority of instances in which such differences exist, slight dullness 
or elevation of pitch, is found on the right side. From this fact it 
follows that dullness, or elevation of pitch, situated on the right side 
are very likely to be due to a natural disparity between the two 
sides ; But situated on the left side, it probably proceeds from a 
morbid condition. 

In instituting a very close comparison, as already remarked, care 
should be taken to make percussion on each side when the chest is 
equally expanded. This is to be done by requesting the patient to 
hold his breath after a full or moderate inspiration, until the com- 
parison is made. It is stated that in some cases of slight solidifica- 
tion from disseminated tubercles, the two sides may present a marked 
difference in the contrast between the sound elicited on the same 
side by percussing first after a full inspiration, and next after a forced 
expiration. The rag ical significance of a disparity in this re- 
spect is impaired by the fact that it is sometimes observed in exam- 
inations of the healthy chest. 

In every instance in which a slight disparity between the two sides 
of. the chest is discovered, before aadiiine it to be a sign of pres- 
ent disease, it is to be ascertained whether it be not due to a want 
of symmetry in conformation, which may be so slight as to escape 
observation unless attention be directed to the point. Important 
errors will be likely to be committed without the observance of this 
precaution.” 
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A Manual of the Practice of Medicine. By Gro. Hriaro Baruow, 
M. A. and M. D., Cantab Fellow of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians ; Physician to Guy’s Hospital ; to the Magdalen Hospital 
and to the Philanthropic Society. With additions by D. Francts 
Conviz, M. D., Fellow of the College of Physicians ; author of a 
Practical Treatise on Diseases of Bhildren, etc. , Philadelphia: 
Blanchard & Lea, 1856, pp. 601. (For sale by Riley & Co.) 
No one would expect, nor would it be desirable that an author 

should, in furnishing a professedly elementary work, make much 

effort at originality. What is known in Practical Medicine will be 
found to be the result of labor carried on by a great number of per- 
sons for a great number of years. No one individual, nor, indeed, 
all the individuals of an age, can do more than hew out and dress up 

@ very few pieces of the material which enter into the structure of 

the temple founded by the Coan Sage. 

The ambition of the author of the present work is to lay before his 
professional brethren, more particularly students and young practi- 
tioners, a system of Medicine based upon the etiology or natural his- 
tory of disease. As a consequence, much that appears in the work 
must have been borrowed from others. While, however, this is 
true, the arrangement, the thorough posting up of what others have 
done, and the comparison of such labors with the author’s own 
observation and experience, impart to the volume a freshness and 
utility that must command the attention of those who wish to keep 
pace with the developments of our science. As things have been 
going on of late mew books are absolutely indispensable, to give ex- 
pression to the import of late researches, and in this light the vol- 
ume before usis very valuable. 

Although the work seems small—a single vol. of 600 pages—it 
does not present a meagre and indistinct outline of the leading di- 
seases. The author, indeed, with great skill and accuracy, has de- 
lineated their characteristic phenomena, their nature, causes and 
remedial management, so as to give a very clear and faithful repre- 
sentation in accordance with the best medical authorities. 

The American editor, Dr. Condie, has made a few additions. 
They consist of a chapter on Cholera Infanium, one on Cerebro-spi- 
nal Meningites, and one on Yellow Fever. 





PART FOURTH. 


EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANY. 


American Meproat Assocration.—We insert in the present num- 
ber of the Journal the transactions of this body. They take upcon- 
siderable room, but we judge our readers wish to look over the 
whole ground occupied at the late session, and, therefore, we publish 
the proceedings entire. 

We were not present at the meeting, but those who were, came 
home highly gratified with the deliberations of the body, the new 
acquaintances made, and the attentions the members received from 
the profession and the citizens of Detroit. 

The committee on ‘‘ Prize Essays,’”’ through Prof. Palmer of IIl., 
reported, it will be seen, in favor of ‘‘ An Essay on the Arterial Cir- 
culation,”’ by Dr. H. Hartshorn of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Gross of Ky., read a report on ‘‘ The Causes which Impede the 
Progress of American Medical Literature,’’ in which, among other 
things, it will be noticed, he takes occasion to suggest ‘‘ the universal 
adoption, where practicable, by our schools, of American works as 
text books for their pupils,” and “a more independent course of the 
medical press toward foreign productions, and a more liberal one 
toward American.” 

These suggestions strike us at rather an awkward angle; we 
don’t exactly see their propriety. We had supposed that medical 
literature—medical science was a unit, the same in every country ; 
that a book written in London or Parison Anatomy, on Physiology, 
on ‘Foreign Bodies in the Larynx,”’ if equally meritorious, ought to 
be as acceptable to the schools as if written on the Atlantic slope, or 
in the Mississippi valley ; and we were verdant enough to suppose 
that if foreign works were superior, they should actually be pre- 
ferred. 

Which gives the best, the most thorough expose of the science of 
which it treats is the question, it has seemed to us, that should 
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determine the choice in books. With reference to the course of the 
medical periodicals towards indigenous productions, we are among 
those who think that the necessity for any change is more imagin- 
ary than real. In perhaps nothing are we so sensitive as with 
reference to our literary productions. They are bone of our bone and 
flesh of our flesh ; and it is altogether natural, that, while we should 
diagnose very poorly in regard to their defects, our optics would be 
likely to increase very much the diameters of their importance and 
utility. 

From what we can see of the journals of the country, we believe 
them to be impartial—dispensing praise or censure upon the princi- 
ples of justice. Foreign works they have recommended when they 
thought they were the best; or perhaps the only ones of the kind to 
be obtained. What else could they have said of the works now in 
the profession on Physiology, on Surgery, on Diseases of the Eye, 
on Diseases of the Skin, on Syphilis, on Chemistry, on Microscopy ? 
But have they been really inattentive to home productions. I know 
of no work of merit, emanating from an American, but what has 
received an impartial verdict at the hands of the medical press. The 
works of Eberly, Drake, Wood, some of Dunglison’s, and of Meigs’, 
without wishing to be invidious, we may mention as being among 
those which have been fully appreciated. Of some of them, the 
periodicals, indeed, have boasted as being a credit to medical litera- 
ture in any country. Who, that has been conducting a journal, has 
done any thing else than notice, in flattering terms, ‘‘ Gross on the 
Urinary Organs,” ‘‘ Gross on Fereign Bodiesin the Air-Passages ;”’ 
and if the learned author would take what was once the most valua- 
ble work in the country on ‘‘ Pathological Anatomy,” and add to it 
the revelations of the crucible, and the microscope, it would again 
take its place in public estimation. 

We have across the water a number of individuals that are en- 
gaged in original research, in pioneering in different departments of 
physical science. They have more leisure and more facilities for 
such inquiries than are yet to be found in our new country. In the 
form of monographs, treatises, etc., their laborsreach us. Oftener, 
however, the facts that have been elicited are taken by the compilers 
at home and distributed to the different departments to which they 
belong, and as a consequence, we get text-books ‘“‘embracing all the 
recent discoveries.”” For such books, our reading public have shown 
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a taste; and when superior to our own, why should such books not 
be preferred ? 

The impulses that display themselves in favor of things sectional or 
national, poorly become a people who have drawn, as liberally as we 
have, for many of the things that we regard as valuable as indispen- 
sable, on our good neighbors. The time is it hand, however, when 
they may begin to draw liberally upon us for many things which 
they have not, and we hope they will have no misgivings about the 
propriety of doing so. 


Annvat Mgetine or taz Onto Srarze Mepicat Socrerr—Were 
it not expected that Medical Journals should chronicle the Transac- 
tions of Societies connected with the profession, we might have some 
misgivings about the propriety of noticing the late meeting of the 
State Society at all. 

Our understanding was, and it is so stated in the Constitution, 
that the Society has for its object : 

“The association of the profession for the purpose of mutual re- 
cognition and fellowship; 

“‘The maintenance of union, harmony, and good government 
among its members, thereby promoting the character, interests, 
honor, and usefulness of the profession. 

«« The cultivation and advancement of medical science and litera- 
ture, and the elevation of the standard of professional education.” 

What evidence the last three meetings of the Society have given 
of an intention to carry out the above objects, it is not necessary for 
us to state. The mortification and disappointment that have been 
by a majority of members expressed on witnessing irrelevant and 
personal matters take precedence of every thing else, ought now to 
convince all that the functions of the Society have been, in a great 
measure, perverted, and that it is the duty of those who have its 
welfare at heart to commence at onee, and inaugurate the period 
of harmony—union—work. 

Look where we will on this earth, and we find, that just in propor- 
tion as society is cultivated, is refined, has taken on a high grade of 
civilization, just in that proportion is medical science fostered, vene- 
rated. What, it may be inquired, has this to do with the matter 
before us? Nothing, only it shows that we can’t be broken up, that 
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we are a “‘ fixture” of the social state, and that those whose voca- 
tion it is to ‘‘ scatter,” will find themselves gravitating, sooner or 
later towards insignificance. We commend the following to those 
who have been so much dissatisfied with the rules and usages, and 
have figured in disturbing the deliberations of the society : ‘‘ Vivere 
si ne quis recté discede peritus.’’— Lat. Hor. 

A semi-annual session of the Society is to be held in this city in 
January next. We hope those appointed on committees, will go to 
work, as far as practicable, at once, in making up their reports. We 
might name a number of gentlemen who are on committees, that 
have the leisure and the ability to get up reports, which would give 
the Transactions interest and character. Will they see the pro- 
priety of at once entering upon duty. 

A synopsis of the Transactions we publish in this number. 


Srartixe Meprcat Cotrece.—The session of 1856-7 of this insti- 
tution will, as usual, commence on Wednesday Oct. 15th, and con- 
tinue for jive months. 

What experience the Faculty have had in the extension of the 
Lecture term from four to five months, has had no other effect than 
to increase confidence in the utility of the measure. It is of advan- 
tage to both teacher and pupil. A teacher, we take it for granted, 
never feels so well as when he is conscious of having something like 
sufficient time to arrange and amplify his course—to dish up his mat- 
ter in such a way as that it will be both palatable and digestible. 
Indeed, his reputation, sooner or later, must turn upon his ability to 
do what he undertakes to do--make a plain and thorough exposi- 
tion of the subjects committed to his care. To accomplish this, is 
five months too long? Where medical science is most successfully 
cultivated, the lecture term is extended to eight and ten months—and 
sooner or later, unless progress is lost sight of, every school we have 
in our country will be compelled to adopt a similar course. With 
students determined to avail themselves of all the advantages in ob- 
taining an education, the measure will be popular. They can see at 
once that it is to their advantage—that they can learn more in five 
than in four months. 

We find an additional reason to extend the term in the circum- 
stance, that with any plan, a large proportion of most classes are 
tardy at the commencement, and generally wish to leave two or 
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three weeks before the close of the session. When such is the case, 
with a four month’s term, the actual attendance does not amount to 
more than three months. What student, in this length of time, can 
do himself or the institution which he attends, justice ? 

By a law passed by the last General Assembly, the Hospital of the 
Ohio Penitentiary ‘has been opened to the students of Starling Col- 
lege. This will place at the disposal of the Professors of Practical 
Medicine and Surgery as much clinical material as can be profitably 
employed ; and must give to the school, so far as clinical advantages 
are concerned, as much character as anyother in thecountry. Stu- 
dents, indeed, who expect to practice in the west or south will have 
brought to their attention, from day to day in this hospital, the very 
diseases and forms of disease, that they will be called upon most 
frequently to treat. 

Anatomical inquiries so popular with students, and deservedly so, 
may be prosecuted in our city with great facility. To the obtaining 
of material in abundance no barrier whatever exists, while we have 
a dissecting room which for convenience and amplitude is not excel- 
led in the world. 

As far as we have the means now of judging, our class at the en- 
suing session will be an increase on former years. To those who 
are meditating the propriety of spending the winter with us, and 
who are not already acquainted here, we may state that our city 
presents many things of exceeding interest to those engaged in laying 
the foundation of a medical education. The Benevolent Institutions 
are here in great perfection, operating on the different classes, of 
which it is their vocation to take charge, and in regard to which a 
great deal of information may be obtained by a residence of four or 
five months in our city. 

We may mention in this connection, that there are three exten- 
sive book stores in Columbus at which all the leading medical works 
are sold at very reduced prices. We have also several of the very 
best mechanics engaged in the manufacture of Surgical, Obstetrical 
and Dissecting instruments. 


Anz Trpuus anp Trporp Frvers Ipenticat.—In a Paper, of 
twenty-five or thirty pages, published in the Western Medical Jour- 
nal, 1846, and based on an observation of several epidemics, and 
an inquiry into the history of typhus, we took the ground that éyphus 

47 
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and typhoid are identical, depending upon the introduction into the 
system of a similar poison, modified as we then stated, by climate, 
the habits of communities, national idiosyncracies, etc., and accord- 
ingly as the one or the other of these modifying influences were most 
active, would be the local lesions on the brain, chylopoetic viscera, 
or respiratory apparatus. On this subject, in Rokatansky’s Path. 
Anatomy, than whom there is no higher authority, we find the fol- 
lowing: Speaking of the ‘“‘Typhus crasis,”” he remarks, “ It com- 
prises the entire nature of the typhus disease, and is at the root of 
all its phenomena, whether of substantive change or of functional 
disturbance.”” And again, ‘“ The typhus crasis manifests a very 
marked relation to mucous membranes, especially to lymphatic 
glands, and to the spleen. In Middle Europe itis the mucous mem- 
brane of the intestine, and especially of the ileum ; rarely the bron- 
chial mucous membrane with the lungs and bronchial glands. In 
the North it is rather the last mentioned, namely, the respiratory 
tract. In the South it is the peripheral gland system in which the 
crasis becomes localized. In the form of a typhus inflammation, it 
determines in the follicular apparatus of the ileum, and in the mesen- 
teric glands, a peculiar marrow-like product which, in intense cases 
closely resembles medullary carcinoma.’’ It may also be stated 
that the same views are now entertained by the Irish, German, and 
Scandinavian schools. Stokes, so practical and so close in his ob- 
servations, says: ‘‘ The advance of knowledge points to the conclu- 
sion, that, however the continued fevers in the temperate zones of 
the earth may differ as to certain characters, yet that they are all 
closely related ; that essentiality appears to be the rule, and its oppo- 
site the exception.” 


D1saPPEaRaNce OF Suraroat Licuts.—Only a few years since, 
Dr. Benj. Dudley, of Lexington, Ky., withdrew from the profes- 
sorial order. Since which time we have heard no more of the labors 
of the most successful Lithotomist which the country, or perhaps the 
world has produced. Next, we have Dr. Mussey’s withdrawal from 
the Ohio Medical College and the Commercial Hospital, and his ac- 
ceptance of a place in a new school; then comes the resigna- 
tion of Gibson from the oldest school, the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, in the country; then that of Mutter from the Jefferson, the 
school that has had the largest classes ever assembled in the coun- 
try. And now we are called upon to notice the resignation of Drs. 
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Ackley and Gross, the former from the Cleveland school, of which it 
is said, he has been a back-bone for a number of years ; the latter 
from the University of Louisville, of which it is said he has been an 
ornament. Still further, and what is painful, we are called upon to 
announce the ¢oftal disappearance of a light that has been blazing 
with brilliancy in our Northeastern firmament for the last half cen- 
tury. Prof. J. C. Warren’s earthly light has gone out, only, how- 
ever, to reappear, we hope, with renewed splendor among the constel- 
lations in the World of Light. 


Srrrcunrxg in Pronapsus Ani. By J. F. Peruey, M. D., Eagle, 
Hancock county, Ohio, 

Pror. J. Dawson—Sir : The following case may not be without 
interest to some of the numerous readers of the Journal, and should 
you deem it of any importance to the profession, please give it pub- 
licity through that channel. 


Some time in the month of September, 1851, I was called on to 
prescribe in a case of Prolapsus Ani, in the family of R. W., resi- 
ding in the south part of this county The patient, a female, aged 
twenty-eight months, had been affected with diarrhcea for a period 
of four weeks, and for the two weeks previous to my being con- 
sulted, had suffered from repeated attacks of the above named dis- 
ease. Upon advising a proper course of diet—returning the bowel 
promptly after each alvine evacuation, conjoined with the local appli- 
cation of astringents, the patient recovered her usual health, which 
centinued until the latter part of the following summer. 

About the 10th of September, 1852, I was again called on by 
the father of the child, who stated that it had been attacked with 
diarrhcea a short time previous, and that the bowel was almost con- 
stantly prolapsed. 

I had never seen the child when in this condition, nor was I 
desired to at this time, but only asked to prescribe and send med- 
icine. Upon inquiry, I learned from the father that the bowel pro- 
lapsed to near a finger’s length, and at times was very difficult to 
return in consequence of the contraction of the sphincter. 

The general health of the patient seemed to suffer very much, 
the appetite poor, strength feeble, with some emaciation. 

Prescribed a milk and farinaceous diet—the prolapsed bowel and 
sphincter to be well lubricated with the ung. stramonium, and care- 
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fully returned after each defecation—the fundament and nates to be 
bathed with a decoction of oak bark with the addition of sol. allum. 
This course was pursued until the 24th, when I was again consulted, 
and learned that the general health of the child had somewhat 
improved, the diarrhoea considerably abated, collapsed condition of 
the bowel not quite so frequent and more easily reduced. 

Ordered the application of a flanne] bandage around the lower 
portion of the abdomen, a diet of milk, with mush made of flour, 
and the bowels evacuated while in the erect position, with an occa- 
sional injection of a weak solution of tannin in addition to the treat- 
ment above recommended. 

October 4th, no improvement, the astringents seemed to have had 
a bad effect by preventing the free return of the bowel. I then 
determined to try the effect of strychnine. 

Aware of its general tonic properties in certain conditions of the 
system, combined with its specific effects on relaxed and paralytic 
muscles, I felt encouraged to give it a trial in this case, with the 
expectation that it would stimulate the spinal nerves and thereby 
give tone to the bowel and sphincter ani. I accordingly prescribed 
what is so well known as Hall’s sol. strych. Of this I ordered from 
3 to 6 drops three times a day. 

All other remedies were now withheld, and two days after the 
bowels ceased to prolapse and the patient recovered speedily with- 
out any returns of the symptoms until some time during the follow- 
ing summer, (’53) when, after an attack of one week’s duration, 
(but in point of severity not equal to the last previous attack.) I 
was solicited by the father of the child for another bottle of the sol. 
strych. So prompt and marked improvement followed the last pre- 
scription that he was satisfied it would again effect a cure, and in 
this he was not disappointed, as he has since informed me that on 
the second day after the administration of the medicine the symp- 
toms all vanished, and up to this time there has been no return. 

The above is the only well marked case of the kind I have known 
treated with strychnine, but have found the same remedy answer 
an admirable purpose in numerous cases of chronic diarrhea. The 
good effect of strychnine in the morbid or irregular forms of ague 
and kindred malarious diseases is so well known to the medical pro- 
fession that it would be needless for me at this time to speak of its 
administration in these affections. I have no doubt, however, that 
its application as a therapeutic agent might be profitably extended, 
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and would be happy to see an article on the subject either from your 
own pen or that of some one of your numerous contributors. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE OHIO STATE MEDIOAL SOCIETY. 
Columbus, O., June 3, 1856. 

The Society met pursuant to adjournment, in the Odeon Hall, at 
10 o’clock, a. m. 

The President and Vice President being absent, on motion of Dr. 
Parker, Dr. Gaston was called tothe chair. Dr. 8. B. Davis, on 
motion, was appointed Secretary pro tem. 

On motion of Dr. Gordon, it was resolved that the order of busi- 
ness adopted at the session held in Dayton be adopted at this ses- 
sion. 

On motion, it was resolved that the President be authorized to fill 
vacancies in the committee on Admissions. The following gentle- 
men were appointed: Drs. Dawson, Gordon, Rogers, 8S. M. Smith 
and McNally. 

The reading of the minutes of the last session, on motion, was 
dispensed with. 

Dr. John Dawson, from the committee on Arrangements, wel- 
comed the Society, in a brief, but appropriate address. 

Dr. Baker moved that the committee on Admissions be directed 
to obtain the names of all the members present, and report as soon 
as practicable. Carried. 

Dr. Kincaid moved that a committee of five be appointed to nom- 
inate permanent officers for the ensuing year. Carried, The Chair 
appointed the following gentlemen: Drs. H. H. Baker, J. C. Thomp- 
son, W. B. Kincaid, T. W. Gordon and M. B. Wright. 

Dr. Webb moved that the committee on Nominations be excused 
from acting, and that the Society proceed to nominate and elect per- 
manent officers. Ruled out of order. 

Dr. Webb appealed from the decision of the Chair. The Chair 
was sustained. 

Dr. Dawson moved that all persons having papers intended to be 
read, shall present the titles of the same to the Secretary as soon as 
convenient. 

Dr. R. H. Tipton offered the following : 
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Resolved, That the reporters of the city papers be admitted to 
seats on the platform. Carried. 

The committee on Nominations made the following report :—For 
President, Dr. Peter Allen, Trumbull county. Vice Presidents— 
ist. Dr. R. G. McLean, Lockbourne ; 2d. J. G. Rogers, New Rich- 
mond; 3d. Chas. Cochran, Sandusky, and John Davis, Dayton. 

For Secretaries—W. W. Dawson, Cincinnati, and 8. B. Davis, 
Shadeville. Treasurer—R. J. Patterson, Columbus. 

Dr. McLean moved that the report of the committee be laid on the 
table in order to hear the report of the committee on Admissions. 
Carried. 

The committee on Admissions made the following report, which 
was adopted: 

Names proposed for Memership—Drs. E. C. Sharpe, Williams- 
burg; Hugh L. Cheney, Groveport; D. Tilden, Sandusky ; é. Bi 
Robinson, Wooster. 

On motion, the Society took a recess until 2 o’clock, P. m. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Dr. J. B. Thompson moved that the report of the committee on 
Nominations be taken up, and that the Society proceed to ballot for 
President. Carried. 

On balloting, Dr. Peter Allen received a majority of all the votes 
cast, and was declared duly elected. 

On motion the Society proceeded to ballot for four Vice Presi- 
dents, with the following result : 

Drs. John Davis, R. G. McLean, Cochran and Rogers, received a 
majority of all the votes cast, and were declared duly elected. 

The Society, on motion, proceeded to ballot for two Secretaries 
and one Treasurer, with the following result : 

W. W. Dawson and 8. B. Davis received a majority of all the 
votes cast for Secretaries, and were declared duly elected. Dr. R. 
J. Patterson was elected Treasurer. 

Dr. R. H. Tipton moved that the Society proceed to nominate and 
ballot for astanding committee on Admissions. Lost. 

Dr. Baker, from the committee on Nominations, reported the fol- 
lowing names as candidates for standing committee on Admissions : 

Drs. Coons, of Dayton; Hamilton, of Columbus ; Webb, of Cin- 
cinnati; Henderson, of Mansfield, and D. A. Pisher, of Reynolds- 
burgh ; and Dr. J. W. Maris, of Columbus, for Librarian. 
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Dr. John Dawson, from the committee on Admissions, recom- 
mended the following persons for membership : 

Drs. Thomas J. Haynes and T. Kennedy, Nicholsville ; J. G. Ga- 
briel, Allens; T. W. McArthur, Wilmington; L. J. Guerien, Hope ; 
8. H. Farrington and J. C. Hubbard, Ashton ; John G. Kyle, Xenia ; 
J. N. Robbinson, Lockbourne ; B.S. Braun, Bellefontaine ; H, S 
Pawester, Erie; R. Gundry, 8. Loving and R. N. Barr, Columbus ; 
W. H. Harper, Lima; E. Sinnet, Granville, and T. S. Case, Colum- 
bus; also, that Dr. E. L. Hills, of Massachusetts, be elected honor- 
ary member of the Society. Report was adopted. 

The report of the Nominating committee was accepted, and on 
ballot the persons therein named were elected. 

Drs. Baker and Kincaid, were appointed a committee to wait on 
the President elect and conduct him to the Chair. 

Dr. Allen, on taking the Chair, made a few appropriate remarks. 

Reports of standing committees being called for—Dr. Gordon, 
from the committee on Medical Societies, made a partial report, that 
inquiries had been made of various County Societies and responses 
have been made rather more promptly than usual. Few Societies 
are kept up with spirit. Some, however, are kept up with much in- 
terest. Committee recommends the adoption of some plan of resus- 
citating the failing and decaying societies as well as of inciting inter- 
est enough in the profession to cause the creation of new societies. 

On motion of Prof. 8. M. Smith, the committee was continued till 
next year. 

The committee on Ethics asked and obtained further time to 
make up their report. 

Dr. M. B. Wright asked and obtained leave to offer the following 
preamble and resolutions : 


Wuerxas, Medical science has been sustained by the united investi- 

tions of its votaries; and, whereas, a spirit of confidence and 

iberality is necessary for the establishment and promulgation of 
truth ; therefore, 


Resolved, That all questions, in which the members of this Soci- 
ety, and the profession at large have a common interest, should be 
considered and determined in open society; and that it is highl 
reprehensible for a portion of the society to assemble pee wi 
a view to control questions, or arrange plans by which they may be 
forcibly settled, to the exclusion of the other portion who may be in 
attendance. 

Resolved, That the position of an editor of a Medical Journal, does 
not justify him in assuming a dictatorial control over the minds and 
consciences of nits that be does not possess any inherent or dele- 
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gated right to depart from the long settled characteristics of a gen- 
tleman—and, that personal abuse, coming from him, merits no less 
condemnation than when uttered by the most unpretending of the 
profession. 

Dr. W. H. Mussey moved the resolutions be laid on the table. 
Carried. 

Dr. Baker moved that Dr. Wright’s resolutions be taken from the 
table. Carried. 

Dr. John Dawson moved to refer said resolutions to the committee 
on Ethics. 

Dr. Ball moved to indefinitely postpone the resolutions. 

Dr. Webb moved that the Society take a recess until to-morrow 
morning at 9 o’clock. Lost. 

Dr. Ball’s motion to postpone was lost. 

Dr. Wright arose and addresed the Society at some length, in sup- 
port of his resolutions. 

Pending his remarks, the Society took a recess until 8 o’clock, a. 
M., to-morrow. 


Wepnespar, 8 o’clock, A. M. 

Dr. Allen in the chair. 

Dr. M. B. Wright having the floor, arose and addressed the Soci- 
ety at length on the resolutions offered by him yesterday. 

He said he regretted that the editor of the Medical Counselor was 
not present, but as it was not his (Dr. Wright’s) fault, he should 
now proceed to defend his cause, which he attempted in a charac- 
teristic speech of two or three hours in length, in which he “ pitched 
into’”’ the editors of the Medical Counselor, Ohio Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal, and the Western Lancet, particularly, and into the 
Ohio Medical College generally. 

Dr. Murphey was amused at the speech of Dr. Wright, which 
reminded him of a habit the Russians have of firing shot, shell 
and rockets, to make display, without any other apparent object or 
effect. As to the resolutions, he was perfectly willing to vote for 
them, considering them as self-evident and wholly unobjectionable. 
But this Society has nothing to do with them at all. He thought 
the National Medical Society was the true adjudicator of such diffi- 
culties. , 

Dr. Mussey offered a series of resolutions reprehending the course 
of Dr. Wright, in adding the “appendix” to the Ethical report, 
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charging him with inconsistency and violation of confidence, and 
recommending that the Society reprobate his course uatil he shall 
make a full apology therefor. 

Dr. Morehead remarked that the whole matter was a personal 
one, and moved the indefinite postponement of the subject, which, 
after some argumentation, was almost unanimously carried. 

The following gentlemen were then elected for membership :— 
Dr. E. Williams, Cincinnati; D. F. Forbes, Toledo; S. D. Turney, 
J. H. Olds, Circleville ; J. W. White, Stockport ; G. W. Henderson, 
Marysville ; Jos. Bulen, Grove City. 

G. W. Mussey offered a report, supplementary to a report made 
last year, on a plan for the improvement of the profession in the 
State. 

This led to a lengthy discussion, in which a large number of the 
profession took part. 

An invitation was received from the Erie County Medical Society, 
to this body, to hold their next session in the city of Sandusky, 
which, on motion, was accepted. 

Invitations were received from the Penitentiary, Blind Asylum, 
Lunatic Asylum, and Deaf and Dumb Asylum, to visit these insti- 
tutions. 

Dr. Dawson, on behalf of the profession of the city of Columbus, 
invited the members of the Ohio State Medical Society to a banquet, 
to be given at the Neil House this evening at 9 o’clock. 

Society adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Dr. McLean in the chair. 

The motion to visit the Lunatic Asylum at 24 o’clock was laid on 
the table. 

Dr. McNally having the floor, after some remarks, offered the 
following as an amendment to Dr. Mussey’s report for the improve- 
ment of the profession, viz: ‘‘ That an equal number of the Board 
of Examiners, in conjunction with the faculty, to decide upon the 
qualification of applicants for diplomas.”’ 

Remarks by W. H. Mussey, Kincaid, Trevitt, Hamilton, Jno. 
Dawson and Henderson, when the previous question was moved and 
carried. 

The amendment was lost; when the question being taken on the 
adoption of the report of Dr. Mussey, it was lost. 

Reports of special committees being called for, 
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Dr. 8. M. Smith, as chairman of the committee on Practice, re- 
ported progress and asked leaved to be ccntinued. 

Committee to memorialize the Legislature on the establishment of 
a bureau of statistics, Dr. Armor, no report. 

Committee to collate by-laws, reported progress, and the committee 
was, On motion, continued. 

Dr. R. J. Patterson, chairman of the committee on Ophthalmic 
Medicine and Surgery, reported progress, and on motion the com- 
mittee was continued. 

Dr. E. Williams was added to this committee, in place of Dr. W. 
H. Mussey, who asked to be excused. 

The following resolution, postponed from last session, was taken 
up, viz: 

Resolved, That a physician interested, either directly or indi- 


rectly, in the drug business where impiric medicines are sold, for- 


feits the respect of the profession and his claims to membership in 
the Society. 


On motion, the resolution was indefinitely postponed, on the 
ground that the code of Ethics already provides for such cases. 

Dr. Robinson offered a resolution to memorialize the Legislature 
for a law to allow compensation to physicians for making post mor- 
tem examinations. 

Report of the committee appointed to report on a substitute for 
quinine, was made the order of the day for to-morrow at 8 
o’clock A. M. 

Dr. W. H. Mussey offered a resolution to amend: the constitution 
and to change the time of meeting to first of Jannary. Laid on the 
table. 

Dr. Mussey offered a resolution that the Society should holds 
special meeting on the 3d Tuesday in January. 

Dr. Trevitt offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That a committee of one member from the faculty of 
each regular medical school in the State, be appointed by the chair 
to report to the next session of this society on the standard of edu- 
cation preparatory to the admission of students to the study of 
medicine. Carried. 


Dr. Trevitt offered a resolution to appoint a committee to report 
upon the mineral waters of the State. 

Dr. Green offered a resolution to memorialize the Legislature for 
the passage of a law to compel all makers and venders of quack or 
patent medicines to publish in the English language the names and 
quantity of the ingredients of such medicines. 
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Dr. Dawson moved to amend by appointing Dr. Green chairman 
of a committee to memorialize the Legislature on the above sub- 
ject. 

Dr. G. H. Mitchell read a very interesting paper on the “Cure of 
Popliteal Aneurism by compression.”’ 

Dr. Green moved that a committee of five be appointed to inves- 
tigate the charge of Dr. Wright against Dr. Wood, (who invites in- 
vestigation, ) and report at the next meeting. 

The Society adjourned until 8 o’clock A. M. to-morrow. 


Wepnespar Eventna. 

Banquet at tox New Hovsz.—The banquet given at the Neil 
House, to the members of the Ohio State Medical Society, by the 
profession of this city, was highly creditable both to the profession 
and to the proprietors of that excellent House. 

At about 10 o’clock supper was announced, and the company, in- 
cluding quite a number of invited guests and a large sprinkling of 
ladies, repaired to the dining room, where long rows of tables were 
well filled with the substantial and danties of the season and country. 
The aged and venerable President Dr. Allen presided. General 
good humor and keenness of appetite prevailed. Seldom have we 
seen so large, intelligent and dignified an assemblage ‘surround 
the festive board.” 

At the close of the repast, a number of toasts (cold water toasts) 
were given and happily responded to. Among them were the fol- 
lowing: 

The Medical Prrofession. 

Responded to by Prof. Baker, of Cincinnati, in which he lucidly 
set forth the duties, responsibilities and rewards of the profession, 
with happy allusions to the ladies. 

The Medical and Legal professions. 

Responded to by 8. 8. Cox, Esq., of this city, in his best style, 
full of wit, humor and eloquence. 

Joseph Geiger, Esq., was also called out, and alternately con- 
vulsed the house with laughter, by his well-timed and spicy wit and 
humor, and hushed it to breathless silence by his eloquent allusions 
to the great and good of all professions. 

Eloquent speeches were also made by Drs. Kincaid and Holston, 
when towards the early hours of morning, the company dispersed, 
each seeming satisfied that it was good to be there. 





516 Editorial and Miscellany. [July, 


Tuurspay, 8’clock, a. mu. 

The Society was called to order—Dr. R. @. McLean in the chair. 
The minutes of yesterday read and approved. 

Dr. J. A. Coons, from a committee on reporting a Substitute for 
Quinine, read a report. 

A motion was made to rescind and refer to the committee on 
Publication. The subject was discussed by Drs. Coons, Kincaid, 
Scott, Smith, Lynch, Tipton, Gordon, Potter, Trevitt and others. 

Communications from the Superintendents of the Little Miami, 
Columbus and Xenia, and of the Cleveland, Columbus and Cin- 
cinnati Railroads, offering to carry members free of charge on their 
return from the meeting of the Society, upon the presentation of s 
certificate of membership from the Secretary of the Society. 

The report of Dr. Coons was received and referred to the com- 
mittee on Publication. 

The President announced the following committees : 


Committee on Finance—Drs. J. B. Thompson, R. H. Tipton, E. P. 
Fyffe, A. Ball, J. F. Webb. 

On Publication—Drs. 8. B. Davis, W. W. Dawson, G. P. Landon, 
J. B. Potter, G. W. Maris. 

On Obituaries-—R. Thompson. 

Executive Committee—C. Cochran, D. Tilden, R. R. McMeens, H. 
F. Donaho, H. J. Parmeter. 

On Medical Kthics—Drs. C. C. Hildreth, Geo. E. Eels, Charles 
Robertson, M. Greene, J. 8. Taylor. 

On Medical Societies—Drs. T. W. Gordon, R. R. McMeens, W. P. 
Kincaid, J. B. Potter, B. S. Brown. 

On Bureau of Statistics—Drs. Bigelow of Lancaster, G. V. Dor- 
sey, J. C. Coons. 

On the Study of Medicines—Drs. J. L. Oasells, John Dawson, 8. 
G. Armor, C. G. Comegys, A. H. Baker. 

On Surgery—J. Dawson, W. H. Mussey, C. MeDermont. 

On Obstetrics—Drs. J. G. F. Holston, H. L. Thrall, J. B. Potter. 

On Practice of Medicine—Drs. 8S. M. Smith, J. A. Murphy, J. C. 
Thomson. 

On Medical Literature—Drs. Wm. Trevitt, W. H. Mussey, J. P. 
Henderson, W. J. Scott, J. W. Hamilton, Richard Gundry. 

On Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery—Drs. R. J. Patterson, E. 
Williams, John Dawson. 

On Mineral Waters—Drs. Wm. Trevitt, W. W. Dawson, T. G. 
Wormley, J. G. F. Holston, 8. Hanbury Smith. 

On Uterine Disease—Drs. R. R. McMeens, J. D. Robinson, W. P. 
kincaid. 

On Insanity—Drs. G. E. Eells, 8. M. Smith, L. Firestone. 

On charges against T. Wood—Drs. M. Green. W. Trevitt, W. P. 
Kincaid, J. B. Potter, and T. W. Gordon. 
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Dr. Robinson’s resolutions being the order of the day, was taken 
up and adopted. ’ 

On motion, the Society took @ recess until half past 1 o’clock, 
P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Dr. Baker, of the committee on Medical Ethics, offered a report, 
which was referred to the committee on Publication, with discre- 
tionary powers. 

Dr. Holston read his paper on a pumpkin seed, a Nucleus for 
vesical calculus in the male, and exhibited the specimen. 

Dr. Kennedy offered the following : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to my at 


our next meeting, such facts and conclusions as they may be able 
to arrive at, respecting the use of Chloroform in obstetrical practice. 


Adopted. 
Drs. Kennedy, Cheney and Lynch, were appointed said commit- 


tee. 

On motion, the resolution referring the report of the chairman of 
the committe on Ethics, to the committee on Publication, was 
rescinded. 

The committee on Admissions presented the name of Dr. James 
Smith, of Groveport, as amember of the Society. Elected. 

Dr. Dawson offered the fellowing : 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be instructed to pay Tizzard & 
Albright, of Eaton, out of the first moneys received, the balance of 
their account for publishing the transactions for 1855. 

Carried. 

Dr. Smith offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appcinted to report on 
the relation of the microscope to pathology, at the next meeting of 
this Society. 

The following gentleman were appointed :. Drs. Gundry, Holston, 
and W. H. Mussey. 

Dr. Kincaid offered the following : 

Resolved, That the State Medical Society of Ohio views with 
deep interest the appointment by the Americal Medical Association, 
of a committee to investigate the Etiology and Pathology of epi- 
demic cholera, and hereby earnestly request the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives in Congress from Ohio to render all assistance in their 
power toward passing a bill through Congress granting to said com- 
mittee every necessary means to make a most thorough investiga- 
tion of that disease. Adopted. 
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Dr. 8S. V. Firor tendered his resignation as a member of this 
Society. Laid on the table until January meeting. 

Dr. Gordon offered the following : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to institute 
a set of experiments in relation to the medical properties of the 
Euonymus Americana and Attropurperia. Adopted. 

The following gentlemen were appointed : Drs. Gordon, Kincaid, 
and 8. M. Smith. 

Dr. McNally, moved to reconsider the vote laying the report of 
the committee on a Plan to regulate the Practice of Physic in the 
State of Ohio on the table. Lost. 

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be passed by the Ohio State Med- 
ical Society, to the officers of the several railroads which have 
— to members returning home a free passage upon their 
roads. 

Dr. Trevitt moved that the acting President be requested to 
report to the Convention for publication the names of delegates and 
alternates to the Americal Medical Association. Adopted. 

Dr. Trevitt offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That Prof. Hamilton, of this city, be appointed a 
special committee to report on the subject of Medico-legal relations 
of Fractures. 

Dr. John Dawson offered the fol!owing resolutions : 

Resolved, That it be the duty of the Treasurer to forward to each 
of the members who pay up their dues, their proportion of the copies 
of the transactions. 

Resolved, That the Librarian be directed to gather up and take 
in charge all the back volumes of the transactions. 

Dr. Baker moved that the minority report of the committee to 
memorialize the Legislature, be referred to the committee on Pub- 
lication. Carried, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are due to the med- 
ical profession of Columbus, for the very satisfactory and cor- 
dial reception that has been extended to it during the present 
session. 

Dr. Trevitt offered the following : 

Resolved, That Dr. Robert Thompson be appointed a select com- 
mittee upon Fractures of the upper and lower extremities, with 
their appropriate modes of treatment, at the January meeting of the 
Society. 

Dr. Kincaid offered the following : 

Resolved, That three delegates be appointed by the Chair, to at- 
tend the next session of the Kentucky State Medical Society, and & 
like number to the Indiana State Medical Society. 
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The following gentlemen were appointed said committees: Ken- 
tucky—Messrs. Gordon, Kincaid, and R. G@. McLean. Jndiana—D. 
A. Fisher, A. H. Baker, and Mr. Risinger. 

Dr. Scott offered the following : 

Wuereas, The interest of this Society would be much better sub- 


served by having transactions of the Society published soon after its 
adjournment ; Therefore, 


Resolved, That the committee on Publication be requested to pub- 
lish them as soon as practicable. 


Adopted. . 
Dr. Baker offered the following : 


Resolved, That the committee of Arrangements be and they are 
hereby instructed to employ a competent reporter to be present at our 
meeting, and report for the Society as he may be directed. 


Referred to Drs. A. H. Baker and J. W. Hamilton, to report at 
the January session. 


J. W. Hamilton gave notice of his intention to introduce an amend- 
ment to the by-laws, providing that papers and reports not ready 
for publication at the time of adjournment, will not be entertained by 
the Publishing committee. 

Dr. Trevitt offered the following, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That Dr. Wm. H. Harper be appointed a select com- 
mittee to report upon the Epidemics of the Northwest part of the 
State. 


Dr. D. A. Fisher offered the following, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are due, and are here- 
by tendered to the officers of this Society, for the faithful and impar- 
tial manner in which they have discharged their duties during the 
present session. 


Drs. Hamilton, Smith, and Trevitt were appointed as committee 
of Arrangements for January sessions. 

A communication from Dr. Snow. Reply. 

The Society adjourned after prayer by Dr. 8. M. Smith. 
— Medical Counselor. 


Restenation oF Pror. Acxizy.—Prof. H. A. Ackley has resigned 
the chair of Surgery in the Cleveland Medical College. He has held 
this position from the organization of the school in 1843, and during 
all that time has been one of its most important supports. Gifted 
with all the qualities of a great surgeon, he is bold and unflinching 
in his operations, and has been untiring in his efforts to sustain s 
splendid surgical clinic. 
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It is not too much to say that his clinical days were by far the 
most brilliant feature of that institution. His resignation will, we 
fear, be a heavy blow tothe school. It has been for some time anti- 
cipated, but he has heretofore yielded to the solicitations of his col- 
leagues, and continued his labors for the prosperity of the college. It 
will be very difficult to fill his place with a mun equal to him in sur- 
gical reputation and industry. In fact it may be doubted whether 
another man, however able, could call around him such abundant 
clinical material.— Buffalo Medical Journal. 


Deatn anp A Witt.—Vidal (de Cassis) died at Paris, in April 
last. In our own country, Dr. J. G. Percival, the poet, and Dr. 
John C. Warren of Boston, are also gone. This last gentleman left 
a singular will, requiring his body to be placed in a tomb, with the 
usual cermonies, and that the next day after it should be taken from 
the tomb, and an examination made, to escertain the cause of cer- 
tain obscure symptoms of disease under which he had for a long 
time labored. Then the will directs that his bones shall be mace- 
rated, wired, and hung up in the Museum of the Medical College in 
Boston. The will was peremptory. We learn that everything has 
been done as he directed, and that his bones are now macerating. 
There was found to be malignant disease of the stomach. 

We confess that we feel a shudder creep over us when we think 
of this will. Had science required it, we should have admired the 
self-sacrificing spirit which prompted it, but no such demand exists 
which could not be carried out infinitely better without shocking the 
feelings of any one. It is to be hoped that the trustees will put the 
skeleton into a case entirely of wood, at least till all of his friends 
have gone, and are no longer shocked by the sight. One thousand 
dollars were left by him for publishing his biography. One thousand 
dollars more to keep his tomb in repair forever. But why one does 
not see. Nothing was left to any hospital or other charitable insti- 
tution.— American Medical Monthly. 


Susrznsory Banpacs.—Dr. Miliano of this city, has devised a 
new suspensory bandage, which is by far the best we have ever 
seen. It is light and strong, and seems to answer all the purposes 
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for which such an instrument is intended better than its predecessors. 
We understand that he has given the right of making it to a poor per- 
son. It is known as E. M. Melville’s patent suspensory.— American 
Medical Monthly. 


Restenation.—Dr. Thomas D. Mutter of Philadelphia, has re- 
signed the chair of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College of that 
city. He was the best lecturer in his department that we ever list- 
ened to. Dr. Gross of Louisville, has been elected in his place, and 
has, we understand, accepted the appointment.—American Medical 
Monthly. 


Tne AccovcuMent ory THE Frencn Empress.—All the world 
knows that the long expected heir of the Napoleonic dynasty has at 
last safely arrived, and France rejoices over the birth of the king of 
Algiers. 

The nephew of ‘‘ mon oncle”’ has in this transaction exerted his 
powers of imitation to an incredible degree, and almost succeeded 
in forcing nature herself to acknowledge his sway. The empress 
Eugenie was brought to bed within three days of the anniversary of 
the birth of Maria Louisa’s son. Antoine Dubois, the great obste- 
trician, who safely delivered Napoleon’s empress of the “king of 
Rome,” was no more. So Paul his son reigned in his stead. The 
king of Rome was delivered after great difficulties ; a shoulder pre- 
sentation having been, by cephalic version, changed into a natural 
labor. The king of Algiers, scorning to be eclipsed by his prede- 
cessor, was delivered with forceps. 

‘Tis said that chloroform was administered to Eugenie, but its 
effects were so unpleasant that its use was discontinued. The dex- 
terity of Paul Dubois was not enough to prevent the formation of a 
slight bruise upon the cheek of the ‘‘ enfant de France,’ but it has 
happily passed away, and we are glad to know that her majesty, 
having safely passed through her milk fever, is ‘‘ doing as well as 
can be expected.” 

To complete the parallel, both Antoine Dubois and his illustrious 
son were rewarded with the grand cross of the legion of honor, and 
the title of baron ; but much to the surprise of the public, Paul Du- 

48 
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bois has only received siz thousand dollars for his forceps case, whilst 
old Antoine made a cool twenty thousand dollars out of a shoulder 
presentation. 

Does Louis Napoleon think an instrumental delivery worth less 
than cephalic version ?— Virginia Med. Journal. 


Letrzr From Humsoipt.—Some persons reported the author of 
Cosmos to be a believer in the mysteries of table moving, because 
he had approved of the theory of the electricity of the nerves, start- 
ed by Du Boys Reymonds. Dr. Jobard thereupon wrote to Hum- 
boldt, to ascertain his opinion about spiritualism, and received the 
following answer: 

‘‘ Beri, April 2d, 1856—You have written to me, my dear sir, 
as you always do, a most amiable letter, but I am not able to give 
you my opinion upon the possibility of the existence of the various 
kinds of mineral, vegetable, animal, direct or indirect cerebral elec- 
tricity. I have a holy-horror of all kinds of pine wood spiritualism 
and psychographic mysticisms. You increase my horror by the 
ghost of that ephemeric being of reason, which is to receive intelli- 
gence from the thoughts of those persons who surround the table. 
You know that Geoffrey Saint Hilaire pretends to have sweat the 
oxyde of thought while in Egypt, and you, my dear friend, will say, 
that my incredulity is the simple consequence of my laziness. I 
submit willingly to this reproach, for I am convinced that the friend- 
ship, which you have always extended to me, will not be diminished 
if I can be instrumental in leading you out of the obscure path of 
error. I rely on your forgiveness. 

A. V, Humeonpr.” 
—Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. 


Repvctton or a Disiocaszp Femur sr Rerp’s Mrrnop.—Pro- 
fessor Blackman has succeeded in reducing a femur that had been 
dislocated 6 months (24 weeks) by manipulating after the plan of 
Reid. The head of the femur was thrown on the dorsum of the illi- 
um, causing a shortening of the limb about twoinches. The manip- 
ulation was performed while the patient was under the influence of 
chloroform, but the doctor thinks the effect of the chloroform was 
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subsiding, and the muscles were beginning to act a moment before 
the head of the bone slipped into its socket. 

We are not aware of any case in which the reduction of a displaced 
femur of so long standing has been effected by manipulation. 

The operation was performed at the Commercial Hospital, March 
22d, and the patient has suffered no unpleasant effects whatever.— 
Western Lancet, and Phil. Med. and Surg. Journal. 


“Surercat Gostires.—This fraternity is not yet extinct in all 
our Hospitals, for we learn that very lately, in one of them, an at- 
tempt at amputation of one thigh had well nigh been fatal to both ; 
the awkward operator having at one fell stroke of his knife for cut- 
ting off one limb terribly wounded the other, so as to endanger the 
femoral artery of the sound thigh, if he had not been arrested. 
—Amer. Med. Gaz. 


Spuycmoscorg is the name of a new instrument, which is attract- 
ing attention in London, designed to measure the movements of the 
heart and blood-vessels. It is a glass tube having a graduated 
scale attached, somewhat in shape like a stethoscope. A trumpct 
mouth at one end is covered with a thin membrane, say of gum 
elastic, the other end remaining open, and the tube being filled with 
colored water. The large end being pressed against the ribs, where 
the pulsations of the heart are seen, the impulse of the systole is in- 
dicated by the rising or falling of the water in the tube, and measured 
by the scale. It,may be used in like manner over blood-vessels, 
and is ingentousl? devised for utility.—Jb. 


New Meprcat Coitzce.—We learn from the New Orleans Med- 
ical News and Hospital Gazette, that a new Medical School is to be 
forthwith opened in that city, in “ honorable rivalry” with the Uni- 
versity of Louisiana; -which ‘has hitherto been alone in its glory. 
The animus of this movement may be inferred from the following: 

«The annual pilgrimage of Southern young men to the medical 
schools of the North is an unnatural and humiliating sight, yet we 
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have but ourselves to blame for it. So far from there being a reason 
why New Orleans should be restricted to a paltry class of 200 stu- 
dents of medicine per annum, there is every possible reason why she 
should have treble that number ; and to all of them she can afford 
greater facilities for the proper acquirement of a medical education 
than any other city in the Union.” —J0. 


A Sprervat Docror.—A friend showed us the other day, in a 
paper called the “ Christian Spiritualist,” a detailed account of a 
great spiritual cure. A woman had consumption—was reduced to 
skin and bone—wasted by harassing cough, fever, and night sweats 
—nearly dead—couldn’t swallow water even—consultations of wise 
and learned physicians gave her but a few hours to live. A number 
of spiritual mediums were at the same moment, though residing in 
different neighborhoods, impressed to visit that patient. All met 
there, formed a circle around her, and ordered her to be taken out of 
bed and put ina chair. Husband thought she would die in a min- 
ute if raised up. No, differently impressed. Patient was put ina 
chair—died away—impressed she wouldn’t stay dead—sure enough 
—come to—circle closed by joining hands of mediums with hers, 
Order some water for her. Husband said she couldn’t swallow it. 
Mediums were impressed she could. Swallowed three tumblers im- 
mediately, and felt better. One medium—a good fiddler—broke 
the circle and struck up a brisk reel on his fiddle. Mediums kept 
time, so did the patient. Patient better—getting frisky—continue 
the fiddle—patient leaps from her chair and bows out a vis-a-vis, 
The fiddler does his level best—high notes, low notes, and key notes 
in wild confusion dance in the reek which forms a halo around him. 
Away went the patient on light fantastic toe, balancing, whirling 
and pirouetting. 

The exercises of the occasion being over, the patient ate a hearty 
dinner, and remained as sound as a dollar !— Nashville Med. Jour. 


_ QoinrurLe Birtn.—The wife of a guard in the service of the 
Northwestern Company, Birmingham, was safely delivered of five 
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children—three boys, alive, and doing well, and two girls born 
dead.— Med. Times and Gaz., April 19, 1856. 


Poruation or AxcErta.—Some interesting facts have recently 
been published by the French Government. ‘The population of Al- 
geria, at the end of 1854, amounted to 151,691 Europeans, of which 
number there were—50,662 males ; 30,112 females; 56,613 young 
persons under 15; 8,304 not specified. Of these 151,691 inhabi- 
tants, 79,577 were French, and the remainder natives of various 
countries, those of Spain numbering 39,339, and the English only 
434. The indigenous tribes numbered 2,056,098, viz :--625,296 
males ; 630,800 females; 800,202 under 15. During the three last 
years there had taken place among the Europeans 17,687 births, 
and 19,(04 deaths. With a very small proportion of aged persons, 
the mortality in several localities had been much greater among the 
Europeans than that of France during the cholera year, 1849; this 
mortality being considerably less among the other Europeans than 
among the French inhabitants. The mortality among the French is 
also on the increase. Thus it was-— 

In 1842-1844 44.3 per 1000 
1845—1847 46.0 “ * 


1848-1850 67.6 “ * 
1851—1853 47.9 “ 


giving a mean of 51.6 per 1000, or 1 death in 19.3 inhabitants.— 
Ibid. 


Pror. Owrn.—This gentleman has been appointed the head of 
the Natural History Department of the British Museum, with a sal- 
ary of four thousand dollarsa year. It is expected that Mr. Quekett 
will be appointed his successor in the curatorship of the College of 
Surgeons. 


Porsontne By Acoytte Roor.—Dr. F. Headland lately (March 
15) read a paper on this subject before the Medical Society of Lon- 
don. After glancing at the history of the plant, and its use as a 
poison in ancient times, he referred to a number of statements made 
by authors in the Middle Ages, which showed that the poisonous 
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properties of the plant were well understood by them. Poisonings 
by aconite, in modern times, were usually accidental. A number 
of cases in which the leaves and shoots had been eaten with fatal ef- 
fects, were first briefly remarked upon, and then the cases of poi-’ 
soning by aconite root, which had been recorded in this country du- 
ring the last few years, were divided under two heads—(1.) Cases 
of an over-dose of some preparations given as medicine. This was 
generally the tincture. (2.) Cases in which the root had been eaten 
by mistake as an article of diet. 

1. Four cases of poisoning by the tincture have been recorded du- 
ring the last five years. Others are said to have happened. Of 
these four persons, two died from taking one fluidrachm of Fleming’s 
tincture ; one died from the effects of twenty-five minims of the 
tincture of the London Pharmacopeia; afourth barely escaped 
from a dose of fifteen minims of the same. Two of these cases were 
attributable to carelessness in dispensers; one, to ignorance of the 
power of the preparation. The author made these recommenda- 
tions with the hope of obviating such accidents for the future: 
Firstly, to carry out the plan of the Dublin College, requiring drug- 
gists to keep all dangerous preparations in square or angular bot- 
tles, and the others in round bottles. Secondly, that the tinctnre of 
aconite, if used, should be made of one uniform strength (as far as 
possible.) At least three different tinctures are in use in this coun- 
try. Or, thirdly, that it would be still better to discard this tincture 
altogether, as an uncertain preparation, substituting for it a solution 
of aconitina of one fixed strength, containing one six hundreth ofa 
grain in each drop. 

2. In nearly all the cases in which aconite root had been eaten as 
food, the singular error has been made of mistaking it for the root of 
the common horseradish, and so scraping and eating it with roast 
beef. The author read accounts of four cases of this fatal error, 
which have occurred of late years, the last of them being the recent 
tragedy at Dingwall, in Scotland, when three gentlemen lost their 
lives. To show that such mistakes could not be committed by care- 
ful persons, specimens and drawings of horseradish and aconite root 
were exhibited and compared. The acid but not pungent taste of 
the aconite parings, and the pinkish color which they assume when 
exposed to the air, were among the points noticed. The author, 
having noticed a singular case of poisoned coffee, proceeded to state 
there were two ways in which a case of aconite poisoning could be 
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recognized: (1) By the symptoms, which are very characteristic 
(2.) By obtaining some of the poisonous principle, by a chemical 
process, from the contents of the stomach ard matters vomited, and 
then trying its action upon small animals, or on the tongue, etc. 
There are no distinctive chemical tests for it, but one three hundreth 
of a grain of the alkaloid (aconitina) would kill a mouse, and one 
one thousanth placed on the tip of the tongue would cause tingling 
and numbness. With regard to the treatment of such cases of poi- 
soning, Dr. Headland recommended the immediate and free admin- 
istration of animal charcoal, mixed with water. This to be followed 
by a zinc emetic, then by brandy and ammonia. The charcoal has 
the power of retaining and separating the poisonous alkaloid, and if 
we have rendered help in time, the patient may perhaps be saved.— 
Med. Times and G@az., April 5, 1856. 





A Birr or Ossrerric Romance.—The following little incident 
occurred within a thousand miles of this village: the locality and 
other particulars, for obvious reasons, are suppressed. A medical 
man was hastily called one dark night to visit a patient at the house 
of an old patron. He was received by a stranger who conducted 
him up a flight of stairs, opened a door, and after seeing the doctor 
safe in the room, turned the key and left him in Egyptian darkness. 
Here ended the first act. In a few moments—to give him time to 
compose himself, for our friend is none of the coolest or bravest of 
men—he was addressed by a woman who informed him that he was 
desired to take charge of a young lady who was on abed in the room 
suffering the pains of premature labor. The doctor was now in a 
tight place, and making discretion the better part of valor, he sur- 
rendered ; feeling his way to the bed, he set to work, and in the 
the course of about one hour, the lady was delivered of a living child, 
of between five and seven months’ uterine existence. Nota word 
was spoken during the performance. Water, soap, etc., were given 
him in the dark; the washing process being completed, the attendant 
told him she would let him out of the room. The door was unlock- 
ed, a very polite good night and a shake of the hand, and the doctor 
found himself going down stairs with five ten dollar bills in his hand. 
Here ends the second act. The doctor, anxious to make the acquain- 
tance of his mysterious patient, called bright and early the next 
morning, and after sitting a few moments with the lady of the house 
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(who was evidently surprised at his early call) he gently inquired 
about the health of his patient ; and judge of his astonishment when 
told he was laboring under a serious error, that no such person had 
been there, in fact, that he was altogether in the wrong box. To 
convince him more fully that he was “dreaming,” she conducted 
him through every bedroom in the house, and, sure enough, there 
was nothing te be seen or to be found!—Nelson’s American Lancet. 





Crmzan Surcery.—A case of coxo-femoral disarticulation in a 
wounded Russian, of considerable interest, is given in a return to 
the French Emperor, by the head of the French medical depart- 
ment of the army. The man lived four months after the operation ; 
he was wounded at the Alma, on the 20th of September, by a ball 
through the trochanter. The thigh was taken out under chloroform 
in twenty minutes, and the man sent to Constantinople. The oper- 
ation was done on the 3rd of October, by a modification of interior 
and anterior flaps, and ligatures placed on the vessels previous to 
the disarticulation or dislocation.— Dublin Med. Press. 





Somz Exprrtments ON THE SmoKE or Topacco.—In Froriep’s Jour- 
nal of a recent date, an interesting article has been published on the 
habit of tobacco smoking, and on poisoning by nicotine. Among 
the facts there mentioned, are experiments instituled by M. Mala- 
pert, apharmacien, Poiters. His intention was to ascertain the ex- 
act quantity of nicotine absorbed by smokers, in proportion to the 
weight of tobacco consumed. 

The apparatus used consisted of a stone jar, in which the tobacco 
was made to burn, connected with a series of bottles communicating 
by tubes. The bottles were either empty, or contained some water 
mixed or not with a little sulphuric acid. From a few experiments 
it was found that, in the smoke of tobacco extracted by inspiration, 
there is ten per cent. nicotine. Thus a man who smokes a cigar of 
the weight of seventy grains, receives in his mouth seven grains of 
nicotine, mixed with a little watery vapor, tar, empyreumatic oil, 
ete. Although a large portion of this nicotine is rejected, both by 
the smoke puffed from the mouth, and by the saliva, a portion of it 
is, nevertheless, taken up by the vessels of the buccal and laryngeal 
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mucous membrane, circulated with the blood, and acts upon the 
brain. With those unaccustomed to the use of tobacco, the nico- 
tine, when in contact with the latter organ, produces vertigo, nau- 
sea, headache and somnolence ; while habitual smokers are merely 
thrown into a state of excitement, similar to that produced by mod- 
erate quantities of wine or tea. 

From further investigation it was found that the drier the tobaceo 
the less nicotine reaches the mouth. A very dry cigar, while burn- 
ing, yields a very small amount of watery vapor; the smoke cools 
rapidly, and allows the condensation of the nicotine before it reaches 
the mouth. Hence it comes that the first half of a cigar smokes 
more mildly than the second, in which a certain amount of condensed 
watery vapor and nicotine, freed by the first half, are deposited. 
The same remark applies to smoking tobacco in pipes; and if smo- 
kers were prudent, they would not consume but half a cigar or pipe, 
and throw away the other. Smoking through water, or with long 
tubes and small bowls, is also a precaution which should not be neg- 
lected.— Ez. Paper. 





Oxirvarr Recorp.—Died, in London, May Ist, 1856, aged—, 
Gro. J. Gururiz, well known as one of the most eminent military 
surgeons of our day. 
in London, on the 24th April, 1856, in the 90th year of his 
age, Henry Ciurrersvox, M.D. Dr. C. was for nearly seventy 
years an active member of the profession, during all which period 
his life was one of steady and continued industry. For fifteen years 
he edited the Medical and Chirurgical Review (1795-1809,) and was 
the author of several valuable works. He was three times President 
of the London Medical Society, and for upwards of sixty years at- 
tended its anniversary meetings. 
at Hull, on the 13th April, 1856, Roszrr Hut, M. D., -» in 
the 62d year of his age. Dr. H. was the senior physician of Nor- 
wich, Physician of the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital, Physican to 
the Eye Infirmary, author of a work ‘‘ On the Morbid Eye,” &e, 
at Paris, April 16th, aged 53, M. Vipat (pz Cassis, ) Sur- 











geon to the Venereal Hospital of Paris (where he was M. Ricord’s 
colleague,) of long-standing-renal disease. M. Vidal was univer- 
sally respected. He was the author of an important work on sur- 
gery, in five volumes, which is a text-book in the French schools ; 
also of a Treatise on Venereal Diseases. 
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MARRIED, 
May 6th, by Rev. Mr. Brooks, Prof. Samuet G. Armor, of the Ohio Medical 
College, to Miss Many M. daughter of C. B. Holcomb, of Dayton, Ohio. 


In days of yore, the men of old, 

With sturdy limbs and courage bold, 
Thick mail’d in steel ne’er shunn’d a strife 
With love, the prize—the hazard, life. 


In these wild games where swords or spears, 
Decided soon the fate of years, 

Some Lady’s smile nerv'd in the fray, 

The conquering hero of the day ; 

And bDiess’d him with a “virgin zone,” 

As Hymen join’d the twain in one. 


From strifes like these great Caste’s aspire, 
To trace deseent from some brave sire, 
Whose deeds of valor won the fair, 

And thus, a nation, for an heir. 


But who can sing—what Prophet see 

The coming race that springs from thee, 

Thou conquering fair who fought and won 
Before the Armor was put on? [ Western Lancet. 


Parent Mrpicinzs.—The following certificate to the efficacy of 
patent pills is taken from the Philadelphia Mercury : 

“I, John Lubberile, was supposed to be in the last stage of con- 
sumption in 49, suffering at the same time under a severe attack of 
rheumatism, liver complaint,dropsy, gravel, and cholera morbus. 
Simultaneously, also, I took the yellow fever and small pox. The 
latter assuming the chronic form, completely destroyed my lungs, 
liver, spinal marrow, nervous system, and the entire contents of my 
cranium. I got so low that I did not know my brother-in-law when 
he came to borrow some money. For three months I swallowed no- 
thing but twenty packages of Knuckelhausen’s pills, which effected 
an immediate cure in two weeks. Sworn and subscribed, &c. 

P. S.—My uncle, bacchus Pottinger, was afflicted so long with the 
gout (contracted by living too much on bear meat and alligator’s 
eggs,) that life became a burden to him. He took only four boxes 
of those pills, and life was a burden to him no longer.” 
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SURGICAL REPORTS AND MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS ON 
MEDICAL SUBJECTS. Br Gzorcz Harwarp, M. D., late 
President of the Mass. Med. Society ; late Professor of Surgery 
in Harvard University, &c. &c. In one handsome volume.— 
Price $1,25. 

‘Dr. Haywarp stands among the foremost of the medical pro- 
fession of Boston, a city celebrated for its skilful physicians and 
learned surgeons. His professional life covers a period of forty 
ears. * * * * % # * * - * 
tn thus collecting inte one handsome sheaf the products of his pen, 

Dr. Hayward has conferred a lasting favor upon the profession.— 

He has furnished a work which may be read with advantage and 

consulted with profit by all. It abounds in facts and tables-—is re- 

plete with sound, practical precepts, and rich in prudent counsel.’’ 
Louisville Journal of Medicine. 
PHILIPS, SAMPSON & CO., Publishers, 
Nov. 1, ’55. 13 Wuyrzr Sr., Boston. 





CINCINNATI RETREAT FOR THE INSANE. 


IN CHARGE OF EDWARD MEAD, M.D., 


Editor of the AmericanPsychological Journal, Lecturer on In- 
sanity and Forensic Medicine, late Professor of Ub- 
stetrics, formerly of Materia Medica, & 


HIS INSTITUTION IS NOW OPEN FOR THE RECEPTION 
of patients, It is a select establishment, presenting superior ad- 
vantages. None but quiet patients are admitted. 
The long experience of the Superintendent, as a practitioner and 
teacher, affords a guaranty of kindly care and the most successful 
treatment. 


Terms made known on application to Dr. Mead, Cincinnati, 0. 





ere TO PHYSICIANS.— As I wish to retire from the prac- 
IN tice, I will resign in favor of any one who will buy my pro- 
perty, consisting of a good frame house, good stable, carriage-house, 
&c., with a pow and a yard attached to the stable. Also, some 


more ground connected with the property, if desired. All pleas- 
antly situated in the pleasant village of Florence, Washington Co., 
Pa., twelve miles east of Steubenville, on the road to Pittsburgh, in 
a region not surpassed in fertility, or any other of the elements of 


comfort any place. 
THOS. W. BRADLEY. 
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STARLING MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


SESSION OF 1855-56. 


HE REGULAR SESSION OF STARLING MEDICAL COL- 
LEGE will begin on Wednesday, the 17th day of October, 18565, 
and continue for five full months. 


FACULTY. 


S. M. SMITH, M.D., 
Professor of Theory and Practice, and Dean. 


FRANCIS CARTER, M. D., 
Professor of Obstetrics, and Diseases of Women and Children. 


E. M. MOORE, M.D., 
Professor of Surgery. 


JOHN DAWEOK, M.D., 
Professor of General and Special Anatomy and Physiology. 


J. W. HAMILTON, M.D., 
Prof. of Materia Medica, Therapeutics and Medical Jurisprudence. 


THEO. G. WORMLEY, M.D., 
Professor of Chemistry. 


S. LOVING, M. D., 
Demonstrator of Anatemy. 


The Trustees and Faculty are happy in being able to announce 
the gratifying success that has attended their extension of the term 
to five months. It has enabled the Faculty to give a more complete 
course in each department, and been more profitable and satisfactory 
to the student; and a larger number of our class remained till the 
close of the session than ever before. 

The organization of the institution, as now effected, will, we are 
assured, secure for it a success not before attained. Its Professors 
are all residents ; and fully identified in every way with its highest 
prosperity. Their present arrangements will enable them to add 

early to their means of illustration. 

The faithful attention, flattering acquirements, and commendation 
of a class so intelligent as our last, is a guaranty that the efforts 
made for their instruction were fully appreciated. While every de- 
partment was fully and clearly illustrated, the whole instruction was 
made yet more valuable by the clinics, the microscopic illustrations, 
and the extensive course on organic and analytical chemistry. 


FEES. 

Tickets of all the Professors,. .. ... . =. =. . $6000 
a I ere ee ae 3 00 
Graduation Fee, Se thee ee ree ee ee a ie PE 20 00 
Ticket for the privilege of the Dissecting Room, including 

the services of the Demonstrator, . ..... . 5 00 

Subjects for dissection in the building, furnished at a moderate 
expense, on application to the Demonstrator of Anatomy, and in no 
other way. 
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Inquiries and requests being sometimes made for indulgence in 
time, we propose to allow, in such cases, that a judgment note for 
$65, with interest and approved security payable in one year, may 
be taken. But our rule is payment within the first three weeks of the 
session. 


EXPENSES FOR A SINGLE SESSION. 
Fees, including the Dissecting Ticket, . . . . . . « $68 CO 
Boarding, including lights and fuel, from $2 to $3 per 


week for twenty weeks—$40, . . ° 60 00 





$108 to 128 00 


There are three extensive Bookstores in Columbus, at which Med- 
cal works in great variety are sold at very low rates. Surgical, 
Obstetrical, and Dissecting instruments are readily obtaiged. 

All letters of inquiry will receive prompt attention, if addressed to 
any member of the Faculty, or to 8. M. SMITH, Dean. 





VALUABLE MEDICAL WORK.—Puturs, Sampson & Co., 
have recently published Letters to a Young Physician, by Jamzs 
Jackson, M. D., LL. D., Professor Emeritus of the Theory and 
Practice of Physic in the University at Cambridge. In one vol. 
12mo. Price $1,00. 


The first edition of 1,500 copies was insufficient to supply the 
Boston trade alone ; and as such a sale was entirely unexpected, 
some time elapsed before the publishers were ready to answer or- 
= from New York and Western cities. A new edition is now 
ready. 


The publishers deem it proper to state, for the benefit of the 
younger practitioners, that Dr. Jackson has, for more than fifty years 
stood at the head of his profession in New England, and that he has 
enjoyed unusual a for acquiring information. The re- 
sults of his rich and varied experience are here detailed in simple 
and perspicuous language, and it is believed that every physician 
and medical student will receive great benefit from its perusal. 


“If the Young Physician will keep these letters by him, or, what 
is better, carry all their precepts in his head, he will be surprised to 
find how large a portion of his medical practice will be provided for 
in this unpretending oracle. It is not a large volume of which we 
are epeaking, but it is larger than the Aphorisms of Hippocrates, 


which have governed medical practice more than any other book 
that ever was written.”’—LZztract from an elaborate review ly Dr. 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
‘* It will be a lasting monument of the shrewd sense, acute per- 
ception, accurate generalization and thorough kindliness of its emi- 
nent autior."—B = Pos t. 
Nov. 1, ’55. 
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SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 
BY K. KLOTT. 
BETWEEN RICH AND FRIEND 8T8., WEST SIDE, 
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


Mr. Kuorr, who has been for a long time in the employment of 
Geo. Tieman, of New York, has peer. | a new establishment for the 
manufacture and sale of all kinds of Surgical and Dental Instru- 
ments of the finest quality, which he proposes to sell on the most 
reasonable terms. 


He keeps constantly on hand a great variety of instruments, 
which he invites physicians, surgeons and dentists to call and exam- 
ine before purchasing elsewhere. He hopes, and is determined to 
furnish the western profession with as good a quality of instruments 
as can be found in our largest cities. 


£2 Orders from abroad promptly attended to. 


From an acquaintance with Mr. Klott, and an examination of his 
instruments, I feel fully justified, and indeed I take pleasure, in rec- 
ommending them in the highest terms. I have had ample oP - 
nities to test the instruments of many of the most celebrated manu- 
facturers of the world, and I have no hesitation in saying that for 
beauty of finish and fineness of steel and temper, they are not ex- 
celled by any I have ever seen. They are equal to Tieman’s or 
Schively’s best. J. DAWSON. 





N. B. MARPLE, M. D., 
APOTHECARY AND DRUGGIST, 
(City Bank Building) 
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
Successor to R. P. Little. 

Wit wholesale and retail Medicines, Chemicals, Drugs, Surgical 
and Dental Instruments, Paints, &c., &c., at exceedingly low prices. 
His assortment includes every article usually kept by Druggists ; as 
he is daily receiving his stock, he can present many inducements to 
physicians and druggists in this and adjoining towns, if they will 
only favor him with a call. 

Having enjoyed many years’ experience in compounding medicine, 
he will yee tly and very carefully fill Physicians’ prescriptions, and 
to this branch of business he will give special attention, as he re- 


gards it of the highest importance. None but the best medicines 
will be used for this purpose, and he will strictly observe chemical 
principles in their combination. As he purposes devoting his time 
entirely to the —— of a druggist, he solicits the patronage of 


medical men and the public generally. [Jan.1853. 
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Odeon Bookstore. 
S. H. BURR & CO, 
No. 1, Odeon Building, opposite the State House, 
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
GENERAL DEALERS IN 


Medical, Miscellaneous, Theological, Sunday School, Classical, 
and ‘School Books, Blank Books, and Stationery, 
Writing Paper, Wall and Window Paper, 

Window Shades and Pictures, 

Fancy Goods, &c., &ec. 

The attention of Physicians and Students is particularly invited to their 
extensive stock of ‘‘ MEDICAL BOOKS,” consisting in part of the following 
valuable and well known works: 


Wood’s Practice ; Wood’s and Bache’s U. States Dispensatory, new edition ; 
Pereira’s Materia Medica, new edition ; Maclise’s Surgical Anatomy ; Watson’s 
Practice ; Druitt’s, Miller’s, Fergusson’s, and Erichsen’s Surgical Works ; 
Beach’s Ramsbotham’s Meigs’ and Churchill’s Midwifery ; Harris’ Dental 
Works ; Carpenter’s Principles of Human Physiology ; Dunglison’s Dic- 
tionary, &c. ; Horner’s Special Anatomy and Histology ; Wilson’s Anatomy ; 
Condie on Children ; Lawrence on the eye, &e., &e. 


The liberal discount of 20 per cent. from publisher’s prices allowed to the 
profession. 


Physicians abroad favoring us with orders may depend upon having them 
promptly and faithfully attended to. 
S. H. BURR & CO., 


8 Doors South of the Neil House. 


S. E. SAMUEL & CO., DRUGGISTS, 


CORNER OF HIGH AND GAY STREETS, COLUMBUS, OHIO, 
DEALERS IN DRUGS, MEDICINES AND CHEMICALS. 


URE WINES AND LIQUORS, of all kinds, for Medicinal 
purposes only. 

Particular attention given to compounding Physicians’ prescrip- 
tions. 

Our stock has recently been selected witha great ree, 

WITH REFERENCE TO PURITY, 

In the cities of New York and Philadelphia, and we feel confident 
will give satisfaction to Physicians and others who may favor us 
with a call. 








NOTICE TO PHYSICIANS. ° 
PHYSICIAN AT YELLOW SPRINGS, GREENE COUNTY, 
Ohio, wishes to dispose of his property, consisting of a Brick 
Dwelling, Office, Frame Stable, &c., all in good repair. He wishes 
to retire from business, and in doing so will give to a purchaser the 
advantage of a large practice, in one of the most pleasant localities 
in the State. 
Address E. THORN, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 








